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hristmas is coming, the goose is getting fat, please
C
put a penny in the old man’s hat.’ So the old song
begins! It seems a long time since we have had a real
Christmas! Last year we were in lockdown and all
looked rather gloomy, but we did have a light at the end
of a long tunnel. Vaccinations invented by Oxford
University began just before Christmas! With brilliant
organisation a remarkable result was achieved.
Massive progress has been made
against the COVID killer and life
has returned to almost normal.
We are advised to be careful and
wear masks in crowded areas and
keep two metres apart. It looks as
though we will have to learn to
live with this virus and do as we
are told. It does not seem to be
going away. Let’s hope with
more and more people being
vaccinated, we will be able to
keep the virus under control.
Business has certainly been
through some turbulent times
over the last year, but it is

bouncing back and trade is
generally improving. Enormous
government investments in an
array of projects is helping to
generate jobs and keep the post
Brexit/ Covid economy moving
forward.
One other major subject this year
has been global warming and the
environment. We are all more
aware of our environment and
the need to reduce the amount of
carbon dioxide on our planet
than ever before. Major steps are
being taken by over a hundred
countries to gradually gain

control of this complex situation.
Animal welfare and wildlife has
also received much attention.
This is good, as they have as
much right to this planet as we
have. They must be protected or
they will be lost for ever.
The progress made during the
past year has been remarkable in
medicine, science, engineering,
space exploration and many
other areas. This will continue
and help us to be in a better
place in the years to come. We
have a bright light shining at the
end of the tunnel now!

We wish all
our readers, advertisers
and contributors a
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

FREE

Hughes&
Company

A free daily online
newspaper!

This is in addition to
the printed version
and features news
items which we are
unable to cover in a
monthly publication.
daily news on - line
everyday
www.pershoreonline.co.uk

Wishing all our Customers
a very Merry Christmas!
The ideal place to shop, as all stalls are under the same roof
Customers can be assured of friendly, efficient and personal service

See Page 6
for December opening times
and Christmas events!

Great Comberton from Nafford Lock: Photography by Jayne Winter FRPS

A free monthly newspaper for Pershore and surrounding villages
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Increase in obesity among Abbey are gifted
primary-aged children
with the joy of light
Obesity rates in both receptionaged and year six school children
increased by around 4.5 percentage
points1 between 2019-20 and
2020-21 – the highest annual
rise since the National Child
Measurement Programme began.
The National Child Measurement
Programme2, England – 2020-21
report, published today by NHS
Digital, found obesity prevalence
among four and five-year-olds in
reception classes rose from 9.9%
in 2019-20 to 14.4% in 2020-21.
In 2006-07 - the earliest year for
which comparable data is available
for this age group - obesity rates
stood at 9.9%.
Among year six pupils, who are
aged 10 and 11, obesity prevalence
increased from 21.0% in 201920 to 25.5% in 2020-21. The
earliest comparable figures for
this age group are from 2009-10,
when obesity prevalence was 18.7%.
The National Child Measurement
Programme (NCMP) – overseen
by the Office for Health
Improvement and Disparities
(formerly Public Health England)
and analysed and reported by
NHS Digital – measures the
height and weight of children in
England annually and provides
data on the number of children
in reception and year six who
are underweight, healthy weight,
overweight, obese or severely
obese.

The report also shows that in
2020-21:
Obesity prevalence among
children living in the most
deprived areas was more than
double that of those living in the
least deprived areas. In receptionaged children, 20.3% in the most
deprived areas were obese
compared to 7.8% in the least
deprived. In year six school
children, the proportion who
were obese ranged from 33.8%
among those living in the most
deprived areas to 14.3% in the
least deprived.
- The proportion of all children
who were either overweight or
obese was 27.7% in reception
and 40.9% in year six.
- In both age groups, obesity
prevalence was higher for boys
than for girls. For reception-age
children, 14.8% of boys were
obese compared to 14.1% of
girls. Among year six pupils,
29.2% of boys were obese
compared to 21.7% of girls.
- The proportion of underweight
children was higher in year 6
(1.2%) than in reception (0.9%).
There was little change in this
year-on-year.

Claire Lording, Priest in Charge
at Pershore Abbey was delighted
to receive handmade candles
from Gary Steen at Pershore
Candles as a gift for the festive
season. Pershore Candles was
born after Gary diversified
during lockdown. Prior to the
pandemic, Gary was an
upholsterer and changed his
trade when Covid hit.
With a passion for candlemaking passed on from his late
Grandmother, Gary now
manufactures handmade candles
and melts from natural, nontoxic soy wax. The items are
hand-poured and cured for two

weeks to allow the fragrances to
fully develop within the wax.
Claire says: “We are so pleased
to receive these beautiful
candles from Gary, and look
forward to using them.
Supporting local business is
really important to us and we
wish Gary every success in his
new venture.”
Take a look at what’s on at
Pershore Abbey this Christmas
by heading over to their website:
http://pershoreabbey.org.uk.
For more about Pershore
Candles please go to:
www.pershorecandles.com.

Defford Remembrance

Road Safety First
for A46
Harriett Baldwin MP has raised
local fears that the busy A46
link road is becoming an
accident blackspot.The MP has
called for a formal review of the
busy stretch of road between
Tewksbury and Evesham after
local people raised their
concerns about road safety and
increased congestion.
Harriett has written a letter to
National Highways chief
executive Nick Harris together
with Mid Worcestershire MP
Nigel Huddleston and
Tewksbury MP Laurence
Robertson calling for a review
of road safety and speeding.
The Department for Transport
has also committed to assessing
speed limits along the road and
will report back next Spring.
Harriett said: “The A46 has been
a matter of increasing concern
for some years with

communities sharing their
concerns with me about
speeding and the increasing
incidence of accidents.
There is a plan under
development to enhance the A46
but I was keen that this should
go hand-in-hand with improved
road safety, especially between
the Teddington Hands
roundabout and Evesham.
I am planning to talk to local
councillors to discuss this
further, but I am reassured that
the Government is already
looking into the concerns raised
by me and my neighbouring
MPs. The road is a vital strategic
route, but it must be kept safe,
and with major roadworks
currently underway, I would like
National Highways to look
closely at the issues raised by
local people and come back with
a definitive plan of action.”

On Thursday morning, November
the 11th, members of the Defford
Airfield Heritage Group with
villagers and all the children and
teachers from the Defford-CumBesford C.E. First School
gathered by the little green
beside the church. They then
took part in a short ceremony by
the memorial to those killed
developing airborne radar
in World War 2.
The ceremony was led by Tom
Holdstock, the Headmaster, and

Nick Hubble, the Chairman of
the DAHG committee. The
children, who had been wellbriefed about the meaning and
significance of what they were
to take part in, joined in the one
minute’s silence, read to us and
laid a wreath on the memorial.
I felt that those who had lost
their lives all those years ago
would have greatly appreciated
the children’s part in this event.
“We will remember them”.
Tim Hickson
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Little litter warriors
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A Christmas message . . .

Wychavon Anti- litter Campaign

It was a chilly morning when
I went to St Barnabas C of E
School to meet a potential group
of Litter Warriors. These were
the excited children of Year 3
(7 -8 year olds) who were all
ready and dressed for their
morning. The reason for this was
a visit from Karen Blanchfield,
ambassador for Wychavon
Council's anti-litter campaign.
Karen has a passion for ensuring
a cleaner planet and is working
with schools to convey her
message. She had planned a
morning of activities to promote
the campaign and involve the
children in her project.
After an interactive discussion
with the children about the
danger to the environment and
to wildlife, she set them about
their task to find as much litter
on the school field as they could.
Armed with buckets and litter
pickers, they set off full of
enthusiasm. Forty minutes later,
having made good use of their
litter eyes, they returned with the
Hughes&
Company

Pershore
Times
today!
A free daily online
newspaper!

This is in addition to
the printed version
and features news
items which we are
unable to cover in a
monthly publication.
daily news on - line
everyday
www.pershoreonline.co.uk

contents of their buckets. Plastic
wrappers, paper, crisp packets,
bottles and so much more, from
what had appeared to be a clean
field! The litter was examined
for dates and further discussion
about the nature of these
materials and its impact on our
lives. The message was about
recycling to save our planet.
By now the children were fully
involved and keen to take up
their role as Little Litter
Warriors, using equipment
provided by Wychavon Council.
Not only that, but they were
encouraged to take equipment
home so that all the family could
join in. A very successful
morning, thanks to an
inspirational Karen. With their
class teacher, Year 3 will
continue to engage in learning to
protect the future of their planet
by improving the environment
and, of course, by recycling. The
Little Litter Warriors of St
Barnabas School will be good
fighters for the cause!

Pershore
Times
today!
This free daily online
newspaper is available
now on smart phones
PC’s and laptop
computers.
This is in addition to the
printed version and will
feature news items which
we are unable to cover in
a monthly publication.
This enables us to bring
up to date news to our
readers everyday.
The concept offers exciting
opportunities and we are
developing more features
which will be added over the
coming weeks and months!

Christmas is a wonderful time of
year for getting people together.
In complete contrast to last year,
this year many people are hoping
to join their families and friends
for special times together. After
so much being cancelled last
year, this year our communities
are hoping to share in special
events, from switching on Christmas
lights, parties, pantos, school
productions and church services.
Celebrating Christmas with
others feels so right. We remember
that when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem, he wasn’t alone.
Mary and Joseph were there,
full of love and devotion as only
parents can be. And before long
there was the wonderful stream
of visitors, of shepherds, wise

men and angels, all wanting to
worship Jesus. This was the first
Christmas community, which
has inspired all of our gatherings
ever since.
This Christmas, may this
community spirit be shared by
everyone. And don’t forget to
look out for those who might
appreciate being invited to
something we’re doing. At the
Abbey we are putting on a
special afternoon tea on 28th
December for those who would
like some company over the
Christmas period
see www.pershoreabbey.org.uk
for more details.
May this Christmas be a time for
us all to celebrate together.
Claire
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k c Carpets Ltd
Quality Carpets start here!
•
•
•
•
•

Choose at home or visit our showroom
Experienced advice
Modern and traditional floor coverings
Old fashioned personal service
Surprisingly competitive prices

Start with a ‘no obligation’ quotation and finish
with a beautifully carpeted home.
4 High Street, Pershore, Worcestershire WR10 1BG

Tel: 01386 552152

Big Bite
-

Kebab & Pizza Takeaway
Burgers
- Kebabs
Kids Meals - Pizzas
Meal Deals - Wraps
Drinks
Order online and have your
meal ready to collect

www.bigbitepershore.co.uk
Telephone orders welcome:
Ready in 15 minutes
45 High Street, Pershore WR10 1EU

01386 555 060

19 BROAD STREET
PERSHORE

Lots of lovely
clothes
and
present
ideas for
Christmas

Stay safe from
scams this winter!

Need help learning to use your
computer or tablet effectively?

Enrol in our one hour online course ‘Keep safe from
scams’. Held over zoom, listen in from the comfort of
your home as we highlight common scams, offer
practical tips on how to identify a scam and provide
helpful suggestions on how you can avoid being the
victim of scams and viruses.

Tech Teacher offers to teach people of all ages,
especially senior ones, to use their computer,
tablet or any electronic device effectively.

Course available for December only!
Multiple dates & times available.
To register your interest and for more information
please contact Oliver on:
Tel: 01386 860470 Mob: 07771 571010
Email: keepsafefromscams@gmail.com

Pershore Seafoods
Fresh fish received daily
direct from the coast
‘Daily specials’
Home made
fish cakes and fish pies

Christmas orders now being taken
64 High Street Pershore
01386 555731

Support local, buy local!

Tech Teacher also offers to set up, speed up or fix
your new or old electronic devices such as
computers, printers, TV’s cheaper than retailers!

Interested in our services?
Contact Antonio on:
Tel: 01386 860470 / Mob: 07899 743854
Email: TechTeacher.Pershore@gmail.com

Hughes &
Company
Pershore Times
General & Book Printers
Publishers
Book Binders Stationers
8 Church Street
Pershore, Worcestershire WR10 1DT
Tel: 01386 803803
hughescompany@btconnect.com
www.hughesprinters.co.uk

Four generations of printers
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A few words from…
Harriett Baldwin MP

MP Urges Government
to Improve Rural
Coverage for Booster
Jabs
Harriett Baldwin MP has called
on the Government to improve
rural vaccination coverage as
more people are called in to get
their booster jabs.
Harriett quizzed Health
Secretary Sajid Javid in the
House of Commons about plans
to get more booster vaccination
centres in rural areas such as
Tenbury Wells, where she has
had a series of complaints from
residents who struggle to get to
the main booster vaccination
hubs. And the Minister
confirmed that more use would
be made of community

pharmacies and that his
Department was seeking to
recruit 10,000 more people able
to give jabs to extend the reach
of the booster roll-out
programme.
Harriett said: “Over the last year,
we’ve seen amazing work
getting jabs into arms to protect
our way of life, and help us to
get back to doing more of the
things we love. Twenty million
booster jabs have been delivered
already nationwide but I shared
some feedback that people in
rural areas like Tenbury Wells
were being asked to make very
long journeys to get their booster
shots and I know that the local
team worked with the GP
practices to help some people
out. But the problem remains
particularly for the housebound,
so I was keen to raise my
concerns with the Minister.
We’ve got to get booster jabs
rolled out quickly and that
means creating many more
booster vaccination centres
improving access for my
constituents. I am relieved that
the Government continues to put
its faith in the booster
vaccination programme rather
than re-introducing restrictions
and I encourage as many as
people as possible to come
forward to get their Covid jabs
and flu jabs when invited.”
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Harriett welcomes
new Police Chief

Harriett Baldwin has welcomed
the appointment of new Chief
Constable Pippa Mills who joined
West Mercia Police in September.
The pair met at the Hindlip police
headquarters to discuss local
policing concerns including
speeding, rural crime, domestic
abuse and illegal drug use.
Harriett also agreed to support an
initiative which informs local areas
about policing, crime prevention
and ongoing incidents. You can
sign up for updates by visiting
www.neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk.
Harriett commented:
“I was delighted to meet with
Pippa Mills and welcome her to
her new post, and I am particularly

pleased to see West Mercia
appointing its first female Chief
Constable. Fortunately, the
incidence of serious crime is
relatively low, but my constituents
do have specific concerns which I
took the opportunity to share.
Speeding is a regular issue in my
post bag, and I’ve had ongoing
conversations with farmers and
rural businesses about the
problems they regularly face with
thefts from outbuildings.
I’m hopeful that Pippa will bring a
fresh impetus to dealing with the
issues raised by my constituents
while making sure that West
Mercia is one of the safer areas to
live in the country.”

Use of handheld mobile phone while
driving to become illegal!

The Government is strengthening
existing laws making it illegal to
use a hand-held mobile phone
while driving under virtually any
circumstance.
This follows public consultation
which found that 81 per cent of
people supported such a move
The Highway code will change,
making it clear that hand-held
phone use at traffic lights or in
traffic jams is illegal.
Police will soon be able to more
easily prosecute drivers using a
hand-held mobile phone at the

wheel, after the Government
strengthens existing laws to
further improve road safety.
It is already illegal to text or
make a phone call (other than in
an emergency) using a hand-held
device while driving. Next year,
laws will go further to ban
drivers from using their phone to
take photos or videos, scroll
through playlists, or play games.
This will mean anyone caught
using their hand-held device
while driving will face a £200
fixed penalty notice and six
points on their licence.
Drivers will still be able to
continue using devices ‘handsfree’ while driving, such as a satnav, if it’s secured in a cradle.
They must, however, always
take responsibility for their
driving and can be charged with

an offence if the police find
them not to be in proper control
of their vehicle.
Transport Secretary Grant
Shapps said:
“Too many deaths and injuries
occur whilst mobile phones are
being held. By making it easier
to prosecute people illegally
using their phone at the wheel,
we are ensuring the law is
brought into the 21st Century
while further protecting all road
users.While our roads remain

among the safest in the world,
we will continue working
tirelessly to make them safer,
including through our awardwinning THINK! campaign,
which challenges social norms
among high-risk drivers.”
This follows a public
consultation which found 81 per
cent of respondents supported
proposals to strengthen the law
and make it easier for culprits to
be prosecuted.

Steak
Special!
Steak & chips
plus a pint of ale

£9.95
Offer ends
12th January 2021
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Candles shine brightly
this Christmas

Wick Care Farm

In June 2014 Wick Care Farm
opened with the aim of providing
a day opportunity for people
with long term mental health
difficulties such as dementia,
anxiety and depression. We also
now work with 11-16 year olds
from local schools, including
students who are autistic.
Activities include horticulture,
animal care, wildlife conservation
projects, cooking, craft and DIY.
The care farm has become a
supportive, thriving, community.
We grow much of our own food
which we harvest, cook, and eat
together. Since opening in 2014
demand for our service has
exceeded original expectations
and our converted farm building
is no longer fit for purpose. We
desperately need to raise funds
for insulation, suitable flooring,

and a proper kitchen.
Our usual fundraising events
have not been able to go ahead
since COVID-19 hit. In October
we were overjoyed when we
heard the wonderful news that
the Co-op Local Community
Fund had chosen Wick Care
Farm CIC as one of their
“causes”. There are two ways
you can help our community at
no additional cost to you:
Please become a Co-op member
and register Wick Care Farm
CIC as your “Cause”. Each
time you swipe your Co-op
membership card at any blue
Co-op Group shop money will
be donated to our fundraiser.
Please join Easyfundraising.com
and select Wick Care Farm to
receive a donation every time
you shop online.

Christmas 2021
December Opening Hours
Wednesday 15th Dec
Thursday 16th Dec
Friday 17th Dec
Saturday 18th Dec
Sunday 19th Dec
Monday 20th Dec
Tuesday 21st Dec
Wednesday 22nd Dec
Thursday 23rd Dec
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
Boxing Day
Monday 27th Dec
Tuesday 28th Dec
Wednesday 29th Dec
Thursday 30th Dec
New Year’s Eve
Saturday 1st Jan

Open 9.00-4.30
Open 9.00-4.30
Open 9.00-4.30
Open 9.00-4.30
Closed
Closed
Open 9.00-4.30
Open 9.00-4.30
Open 9.00-4.30
Open 9.00-1.00
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Open 9.00-4.30
Open 9.00-4.30
Open 9.00-1.00
Closed

pm
pm
pm
pm

pm
pm
pm
pm

pm
pm
pm

Back to normal hours from
Wednesday 5th January 2022
Tombola on Friday 17th December
Please note that if the restrictions change, we might
have to change our timetable to suit

Merry Christmas to all our customers!

Pershore Candles is a new
business born in Pershore by
local man Gary Steen.
He began his business during
lockdown to diversify and utilise
his skills, as Covid hit his
regular trade of upholstering
very hard.
With a passion for candlemaking passed on from his late
Grandmother, Gary took the
brave step to change things up
and make the best from the
situation and a business out of
his creative skills.
Manufactured from natural, nontoxic soy wax and infused with a
range of scents to suit all moods,
Pershore Candles create
handmade candles and melts.

Hand-poured and cured for two
weeks to allow the fragrances to
fully develop within the wax, the
candles and melts help to fill
your home with a burst of
freshness or a touch of spice.
Gary says:
“My handmade candles and
melts are made with a care and
attention borne from watching
my Grandmother whilst I was
growing up, reliving those
precious memories with each
one I make, ensures that they’re
a special treat – whether you
buy them to enjoy for yourself
or to gift to a loved one.”
For more about Pershore
Candles please head to:
www.pershorecandles.com
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Traditional
horse-drawn carriages

Wellbeing Hub
official opening

You have probably already
witnessed a sight from
yesteryear as traditional horsedrawn carriages ply the
highways around Pershore.
To some the slowdown they
cause is irritating, to others it’s a
sight that brings a smile,
brightening their day as
something interesting and
unusual.
For the past three years the
Blackthorne Carriage Company,
established by Gary and
Katherine Seaborne at their
farmstead in Wadborough, have
been building a business offering
a traditional carriage service for
important events. Weddings,
funerals, birthdays, in fact any
event that requires or deserves a
lasting positive memory, can be
catered for.
Over the past three years Gary
and Katherine have acquired a
wide range of horses, carriages
and riders that can all be attired
in a livery of the customer’s
choice. Blackthorne Carriages
have attended a wide range of
events all over the Midlands and
have frequently supported local

Pershore Wellbeing Hub
celebrated its official opening on
Thursday 25th November with a
gathering held at Number 8 Arts
Centre. Serenaded by Dampier’s
Round folk duo attendees
chatted over tea and homemade
cakes whilst admiring the
artwork of local children who
had entered a wellbeing poster
competition.
Dr Gill Perks, Chair of the Hub
and retired town GP, gave a
speech in which she thanked all
of the organisations that have
donated time and funds in
support of the project. Town
Councillor Chris Parsons, who
as mayor oversaw the early
stages of the Hub’s development,
was on hand to present a further
cheque to Dr Perks. This was
followed by the presentation of
prizes by renowned Worcestershire
artist David Birtwhistle, patron
of Pershore Arts. Ten talented
local school children received an
enlarged poster of their work
and a gift token for art materials.
Finally, Hub volunteers gave
guided tours of the Hub, at No.
4 High Street, and chatted with
their supporters.
Amongst those attending the
celebrations were the current
town mayor, Julian Palfrey, the
leader of Wychavon District
Council, Robert Raphael, and
several Wychavon members and
officers, as well as Liz tucker,
retired County councillor and
enthusiastic Hub supporter.

events and charities in the
Pershore area.
Gary says,” The training of
horses, carriage drivers and
riders is an essential element of
our business.O K, sometimes we
do slow the traffic down a bit,
for a short while, but, more
often than not, people smile and
wave as they pass. I get the
impression they appreciate we
are trying to keep a tradition
alive.”
So expect to see the charming
sight of traditional horse-drawn
carriages continue. In these days
of rush and dash such old world
traditions can be a distraction.
Make them a welcomed
distraction.
Further details of Gary and
Katherine’s venture, plus photos
of past events, can be found on
their Facebook page and
Instagram; search for
blackthornecarriagecompany or
contact Gary or Katherine
on email:
blackthornecarriagecompany@
yahoo.com for more information.
Richard Catford

Local churches, schools, the
Rotary Club, Volunteer Centre,
Riverside centre, Leisure Centre
and the NHS were all represented
in what was a demonstration of
how much our community has
aligned behind this new venture.
During her speech Dr Perks
explained that in the five months
since opening the Hub has been
visited by 600 people, approximately
2/3 women to 1/3 men. Nearly
three quarters of these were
helped in house, though the
remainder were referred onto
another local group or partner
organisation. The Hub’s
excellent website provides
additional support, and helpful
advice and information. The
Hub’s aim is to put a smile on
people’s faces, to reconnect
people after the enforced
isolation of the pandemic, and to
promote healthy and happy lifestyles.

The Hub can be found at
No. 4 High Street,
Pershore, WR10 1BG
Tel: 01386 555018, or online at
www.pershorewellbeinghub.co.uk

8

Issue 67 - December 2021 / January 2022 - Pershore Times

Hughes &
Company
Pershore Times

Stationery Products & Services
Office Supplies
Envelopes – Photocopy Paper
Printer Cartridges on-line service
Photocopying – Laminating
Fax Service
Wedding Stationery
Greeting Cards
Photograph Reproduction & repair
Video to DVD Transfer
8 Church Street
Pershore, Worcestershire WR10 1DT

Tel: 01386 803803
hughescompany@btconnect.com
www.hughesprinters.co.uk

Four generations of printers

Reg Moule
In addition to his award winning media work
Reg is also available
to speak at
Gardening Societies
and other organisations
something that he has been doing
regularly since 1972.
If you would like Reg to visit your group
please email reg.moule@gmail.com
for further details and to check availability.

CAMPDEN HOME NURSING
Nursing in your community

Your
hire
Worcesters
r
e
il
r
Tra
Specialist

Suppliers and distributors of
Erde trailers, parts and
accessories
01386 555 020

pershoretrailers.co.uk
oodcote
House
Units 1 - 4 W
Woodcote
o
Hous
R
acecourse R
oad
Racecourse
Road
Pershore, Worcs.
Worcs.
o
2E
Pershore,
WR10 2EY

Last year we provided free registered ‘hospice at home’ nursing care to
61 patients from Pershore and Bredon surgeries
We provide:
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www.campdenhomenursing.org
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Heritage & History
Society Matthew Winfield

Rotary International’s
highest awards

The Invasion that never was?

On Wednesday, 1st December
Pershore Rotary recognised the
immense amount of work and
personal commitment, Tom Tarver
had given to promoting Rotary
in Pershore by presenting him
with one of Rotary International’s
highest awards for achievement,
a Paul Harris Fellowship. Tom, a
director of Johnsons Property
Consultants in Evesham and one
of the founder members of the
Pershore Rotary Business Club,
was instrumental in helping to
smarten up and improve

In late August 1405, Woodbury
Hill in Worcestershire played
host to one of the most mysterious
episodes in British history when
it was occupied by an invading
Franco-Welsh army. Wales, long
an English colony, had risen in
revolt, and the rebel leader,
Owain Glyn Dwr, sought to
export his rebellion against
English rule to England itself.
England’s King, Henry IV,
marched to Worcestershire and
took up position on nearby
Abberley Hill, and for seven
agonizing days these armies
stood to, each daring the other to
attack. Then, on the eighth day
of the standoff, the armies
disengaged. Glyn Dwr and his
French allies melted back into
the west, thereby ending the last
Welsh invasion of England.
Incredibly, historians are divided
on whether this invasion happened.
None doubt that a French
expeditionary force arrived that
year to assist the Welsh rebels,
but whether it joined with them
in an incursion that penetrated as
far as Worcester is hotly disputed.
The case for the expedition rests
largely on the account of the
contemporary French writer
Monstrelet. He claimed that an
army numbering some 11,500
men marched through Glamorgan
and Herefordshire before reaching
Worcester. There, it set fire to
the ‘suburbs’ before deploying
six miles ‘beyond Worcester’
where it met the King’s army.
During the ensuing standoff,
there were skirmishes between
small parties in a valley separating
the armies, and Henry managed
to starve the invading army by
cutting-off its supplies.
It is possible to attach too much
weight to the inaccuracies of
mediaeval geographical

descriptions. Nevertheless, if the
position Monstrelet describes
was six miles from Worcester, it
could not have been Woodbury
(which stands ten miles distant).
It seems unlikely that this was an
error given the short distances
involved. And yet, if the distance
is wrong, his description reads
like a credible rendering of the
area’s topography (‘two eminences,
having a valley between them’),
for which there is no better
match nearby.
Monstrelet’s story is further
undermined by his dubious claim
that Henry was the first to withdraw
his forces. As he acknowledges,
Henry was successfully frustrating
the efforts of the expeditionary
force’s foraging parties.
Exposed, and deep inside enemy
territory, if anyone was likely to
withdraw, it was Glyn Dwr.
However, not all is lost for
Monstrelet. Henry’s Court Rolls
show that he was at Worcester in
August 1405 for ten days. Henry
learnt of the arrival of the French
force not long after it landed in
early August. He immediately
issued a call to arms, and entries
indicate that Henry had originally
intended to rally his forces at
Hereford. However, this was
hastily changed to Worcester two
days later, suggesting that Hereford
had suddenly become inaccessible.
An enemy army could plausibly
account for this change in
instructions.Fittingly, the truth
about the invasion remains as
uncertain as the fate of its leader.
Glyn Dwr vanished sometime
after 1412, when his cause
seemed lost. Rumour has it he
died somewhere in Herefordshire,
perhaps close to where his army
may have passed on the road to
Worcester. Without a corpse,
who is to say he died at all?

Rotary’s social media image.
Tom has been an inspiration and
driving force in the Business
Club since its formation.
A spokesman for the club said
that Tom reminded us constantly
that we are a business
networking organisation and we
must keep our feet grounded in
that environment, just as our
founder Paul Harris did a
century ago. The presentation of
the award was made by Rotary
District 1100’s Foundation chair,
Tony Hadfield.
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Flower Club News
Members of the Flower Club
were delighted to hold once
again their annual Open Meeting
at Number 8 in Pershore on
Tuesday, 16 th November and to
welcome many friends as guests
and also to welcome Kath Lee,
Area President. Our demonstrator
this year was Delyth Price who
had driven from South Wales in
her very roomy van which was
full of boxes of flowers, bundles
of foliage and various containers
plus additional arrangements
which she had done to
compliment those which we
were going to enjoy. And did we
enjoy them! Her evening was
entitled “Christmas is coming”
and at the last moments of each
design we listened to a variety of
Christmas music to which she
encouraged us to sing along.

Her designs were exquisite, the
materials she used of the highest
quality and we also much
enjoyed her “patter”. She kept us
well and truly amused as she
worked creating these beautiful
arrangements. When these were
displayed on the platform, as
you can see in the attached
photograph, the overall effect
was spectacular. It was a shame
to see them dismantled, but the
winners of the raffle were
delighted to be able to take these
prizes home.
We have our AGM on 19th
January, so the next demonstration
evening will be on Wednesday,
16th February, when we shall
welcome Chrissie Barnes from
Elmley Castle “in the flesh”
having had a very successful and
enjoyable demonstration by her

on zoom back in February.
All visitors welcome at
Bishampton Village Hall
on this date at 7.30 p.m.

Further details can be obtained
from Pershore Flower Club on
Facebook or from Ann Kingscott
on 01905 936477

Busy time at Bridge Club Women’s Fellowship

Despite the Covid restrictions
which has kept Pershore
Duplicate Bridge club closed for
Face to Face (F2F) bridge, the
club has continued to thrive. It
has introduced members (and
their friends) to on-line bridge
with over 70 players now
holding regular team, social and
duplicate matches. Especially
popular has been playing on the
RealBridge (TM) platform every
Wednesday evening, where
players can see and speak to
each other via their computer
camera and microphone and
which provides as near a F2F
experience as possible.
Various competitions have also
been held and whilst some are
yet to complete, two have been
recently finalised. The
Championship Pairs Cup was
won by Alan Boyes and Ross
Garratt (pictured) with Steve
Betteley and Sally Martin a
close second. The Michael
Farey Handicap Trophy was
won by Yvonne McKeon and
Gill Mitchell (Gill, pictured)

with Marianne Thomas and Ruth
Simpson runners up.
The club held its annual AGM
recently, via Zoom, and the
Chairman gave more details
about its plans for next year.
These included the possible
reopening of the club in the
Spring for its Wednesday
evening F2F bridge and also the
revised annual Club membership
fee of only £5-00. A club "get
together" was held at Croome
Court Cafe on the 25th
November when members were
able to meet up and mingle over
a coffee and mince pies.
Fortunately the weather was
marvellous and it was a really
enjoyable morning!
If you are interested in learning
more about the club, or would
like more information generally
about the various opportunities
to play on line bridge socially or
within a club, please make
contact via its web page
www.bridgewebs.com/pershore
and it will be pleased to help.

Those of you who are Pershore
born and bred will probably
remember the conception and
birth of what is now known as
‘The Fellowship’
Back in the mid-1950’s a group
of young wives started meeting
monthly in the old Mission Hall
in Head Street. At the time there
was no Pershore branch of
the Mothers Union at the Abbey,
so the Young Wives was
initiated as an alternative.
The 1960’s brought a change of
venue to Abbey Park School and
a change of name of Young
Wives to: Pershore Abbey
Women’s Fellowship. A third
and final change of venue,
to St Andrews Parish Centre was
made in the early 1970’s
In 1988 we were able to welcome
back many ex-leaders and
members to the 25th Anniversary
Party and plan similar events
throughout the following years.
The Fellowship thrived with 40
or more members and would
meet every 3rd Tuesday of each
month for interesting talks,

demonstrations, also the
occasional outing and meal.
Then COVID arrived!!!
Now the Fellowship has
returned. All members attended
the AGM. A new committee was
elected and all members voted to
have afternoon meetings.
We are pleased to say The Abbey
Women’s Fellowship now meet
every 2nd Tuesday of each month
at 2.30pm till 4.30pm in
St Andrews Hall
Our meeting for November, after
A.O.B. was an interesting talk
by Doctor Judy Dale. Title:
Sailing Ships and Snow Drops.
Regarding her family and
becoming a doctor, plus
palliative care and St Richards
Hospice.
If you would like to join us for
friendship, conversation,
interests, hobbies, demonstrations
and talks, you will receive a
warm welcome.
For further information contact
Linda Layland (01386) 553127
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Villages of Culture

“This is not the end ...”

The garden may be stripped bare
and looking very wintry now but
the birds are adding their own
splashes of colour. Blue tits,
robins, magpies, woodpeckers,
pigeons and – just recently- a jay
are all taking advantage of the
supply of food.
Today the garden is wearing a
light coat of snow and frost from
the last twenty four hours. The
water feature and bird baths are
frozen solid so we will need to
put out fresh water. The bird
feeders need to be replenished
daily but it is always lovely to
see them busy. A squirrel has
taken to visiting the feeders and
amuses us with his acrobatic
antics, determined to get at the
seed. It doesn't seem to bother
the birds too much; they just
wait until he has gone! The
pigeons can't get at the hanging
feeders but waddle about
underneath catching the
spillages. They are very fat so
must be doing alright.
The pots have been emptied and

replanted with Winter pansies.
The geraniums are safe in the
greenhouse waiting for next year.
The lemon tree has been brought
inside to protect it from the cold.
There is a beauty in the nakedness
of the trees, particularly silhouetted
against some amazing morning
sunrises. Their skeletons reveal
their strength but at the same
time there is an intricate delicacy
about their finer branches. By
contrast the conifers stand tall
and substantial against the ever
changing skies.
Alas, there will be little sign of
new growth for a while now,
though the magnolia has buds
already even while its last leaves
cling on. But the bulbs are in
ready for next Spring when the
cycle of growth will begin once
more. Meanwhile we will have
to add our own brand of brightness
to the garden with Christmas
lights to cheer up the dark days
ahead. The old year is ending but
the garden will still be there next
year to watch and enjoy.

Pershore and District
Volunteer Centre
need your help!
They are currently in desperate need for
volunteer drivers
all you need is your own vehicle and
the gift of a couple of hours each week.
Call 01386 554299 if you can help.

As the Villages of Culture year
ends, there is a flurry of events
to finish the year. Our advent
calendars display the countdown
to Christmas and as we open
each new door we reveal the
many treats that were missed last
year. The village churches will
be opening their doors for
Christmas carol services,
including Churchill which is a
redundant church, only having
one service a year. Further doors
open to reveal sessions of creative
Christmas crafts planned for
adults and children in the weeks
before Christmas and the traditional
family Christingle Service in
White Ladies Aston. As we enter
the week before Christmas we
see we have a visit from Father
Christmas and in White Ladies
Aston the Big Sing, with its
programme of carols and popular
songs, will make a welcome
return. Open air carolling events
are also planned in the villages.
Opening other doors we discover
our traditional morris dancers
returning to the roads and Santa's
Sorting Office will again be
springing into operation.
Finally, on Christmas Eve a
service will be held in White
Ladies Aston Church giving
villagers the opportunity to step
into Christmas, Advent will be
over and Christmas will begin.
The beginning of the New Year
2022 brings to mind the anniversary
of those famous words spoken
by Winston Churchill who
during World War 2 in 1942,
following the British victory
over Rommel's German forces at
the Battle of El Alamein declared:
"this is not the end.
It is not even the beginning of
the end. But it is, perhaps, the
end of the beginning."
The Villages of Culture can look
back and express similar feelings
as they emerge from Covid-19
and two very disrupted years.
Despite all the problems, a great
deal has been achieved in the
last two years and thanks must
go to the organising committee
who, with assistance from
Wychavon, can list a catalogue

of successes. Thanks must also
go the the Pershore Times which
has kindly recorded the villages'
activities. These achievements
include the historical walks
booklet and the launch of the
walks by local M.P. Nigel
Huddleston; Village Voices, a
recording of villagers' lives in
the local area; the revival of
rural traditions; the Big Art
Exhibition and the creative
courses that followed it; the bulb
planting and the wildflower
projects designed to bring colour
to the verges of the villages; the
Small Pits, Big Ideas
archaeological dig and the Civil
War encampment and finally, our
four mascoteers who spread the
word “Wychavon” worldwide.
The villages have also produced
a range of products celebrating
their achievements, cards,
calendars, clothing and mugs.
But perhaps the greatest
achievement has been the
bringing together of the four
villages of Broughton Hackett,
Churchill, Spetchley and White
Ladies Aston and the spirit of
community and cooperation that
each activity has helped to
create. As the villages end this
year they can celebrate their
achievements and be proud of
the legacy they have created but
can also look forward to
reinforcing the rural traditions
established over the past years
and reviving other events,
beginning with a wassailing
celebration, a tradition designed
to encourage prosperity in the
coming year, a celebration that
restarts the cycle of rural
traditions. Some once regular
events continue to be delayed as
concern remains over the level
of coronavirus in the area but
these events, village lunches,
village talks, film nights and
whist evenings will return and
so as we approach the end of the
year we can say, this is only “the
end of the beginning.”
Merry Christmas and
Happy and Healthy New Year
greetings from
the Villages of Culture
to you all!
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Christmas Gift Ideas

Beat your fear of Flying

Available from Hughes & Company

Statistically there are one in five of us that have
some flight phobia, from mild concern to total
avoidance and panic attacks. This book was
written by me, Captain Chris expressly to help
those with a degree of anxiety of flying. In it you
will find the inside knowledge about your flight,
your fear and how to help you overcome it. This
is a simple step by step guide for both the
nervous passenger and also the veteran flyer that
wants to know more about the workings of
aviation. There are sections on air traffic control,
your aircrew, engineers, weather and staying
healthy during your flight.

wolds &
The Cots

Captain Chris

Beyond

Peter Hodge

Published by

Susan Catford

£19.95

‘Thought Plants’
is a new collection of writing and poems exploring ideas,
events and everyday life. At times serious and thoughtful, at others
enjoying the whimsical, lighter side of things. It has grown surprisingly
well from early seeds and a fertile imagination
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Thought Plants

Susan Catford

‘Thought Plants’
Susan Catford
Susan’s first book and is a new collection of
writing and poems exploring ideas, events
and everyday life.
At times serious and thoughtful, at others
enjoying the whimsical, lighter side of
things.
It has grown surprisingly
well from
early seeds and a fertile
imagination.

£9.95

Published by
Hughes & Company

ompany

Hughes & C

Hughes & Company
Design House, 8 Church Street Pershore WR10 1DT
Tel: 01386 803803 Email: print.hughescompany@btconnect.com
www.hughesprinters.co.uk

Four generations of printers

Willie’s War (1914 – 1919)
Robert Maude
This book provides a valuable insight into the
life of a soldier who fought on the front line
in France and who amazingly survived the
First World War.
He was William (Willie) Henry Barry and his
story is told by his nephew Robert Maude.
This account is written using Willie’s own
words taken from letters and postcards sent
home to his mother
Sarah Barry in Dublin, Ireland between 1914
and 1919. Many of the images from the
postcards have been added to the text to
support and illustrate his story.
Published by Hughes & Company

£11.95

From COP to COP
Roger Batty MBE

This is an autobiography
with a difference. Roger
Batty who started out as a
Metropolitan Police
Detective (cop) sends
messages to people he met
during his career fighting
corruption in London, Hong Kong,
Botswana, South Africa and Timor Leste
where he was Chief of Party (CoP) of a
company rebuilding that country's justice
institutions. He has met Royalty, Presidents,
Prime Ministers, good cops, bad cops, villains
and heroes. You will find Roger's subtle
Yorkshire humour, easy writing style and
stories make this an interesting,
sometimes amazing read
which will make you laugh,
cry and occasionally take
sharp intakes of breath.

£20.00

Produced by Hughes & Company
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Christmas Gift Ideas

Swing Time
Written by Dr. Rand Jerris and Peter Lewis
A Celebration of Golf and Music 1870-1939
Grant Booksrecently published for the United
States Golf Association Foundation Swing
Time: A Celebration of Golf and Music 18701939. The authors are two well-known and
highly-respected golf historians, Dr. Rand
Jerris and Peter Lewis, who also are excellent
collaborators. This unique and important new
entry in the Library of Golf is 324 pages, which
includes a comprehensive Bibliography and Index,
together with profuse colour illustrations.
The book is printed on acid-free paper with an
illustrated dust jacket in a limited edition of
1500 copies. Produced by Hughes & Company

Reg Moule’s Garden Diary
Reg Moule
Designed to be a practical handbook for
people just starting their gardening journey.
A handy reminder for more experienced
gardeners!
A Monthly Jobs Guide - including:
seed sowing, feeding plants,
looking after roses and lawns,
pruning, growing fruit,
vegetables, hanging baskets
and bedding plants.

£10.00

Published by Hughes & Company
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Hughes & Company

“The Miracle Man”
Father Rodney Annis
This name was given me by
the doctors and nurses who
treated me in hospital.
When I arrived I was told,
“You are dying, there is
nothing we can do to save your
life”, but here I am, alive and well, and living
to tell the tale. Why did I survive when many
do not? The fact that I am called the miracle
man is evidence enough that the doctors did
not expect me to live. This book is my
answer to these questions and to others
which are of a more profound nature and
have implications for us all. This book is my
personal testimony in response
to these important questions,
in which the answer becomes
a resounding “Yes”.

£10.00

Produced by Hughes & Company

Available from Hughes & Company

Design House, 8 Church Street Pershore WR10 1DT
Tel: 01386 803803 Email: print.hughescompany@btconnect.com
www.hughesprinters.co.uk

Four generations of printers

The Diary of
Frank Sidney Fisher 1897 - 1977
Charles Dieppe
This is a true record of the early adulthood of
the youngest son of an ordinary London family,
who fought for his country in World War 1.
It has been written and compiled by Charles
Dieppe and obviously Frank Fisher.
Charles is married to Frank’s daughter,
Christine.
Published by Hughes & Company

£10.00
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Teenage Focus!

Only yesterday Andy Williams
was on the radio telling me how
It’s the Most Wonderful Time of
the Year, and every time I turn on
the TV, DFS are trying to throw a
reduced sofa at me – so it must
be Christmas. For good now.
There’s always this period just
before the widely accepted festive
season where things can get a bit
jittery. I blame the adverts, if I’m
honest, and I get why they like to
start frisbee-ing out Christmas
ads starting in mid-October.
It’s good for business, right?
But what this means is that

Ho, ho, ho, Fellow Reader! Gregory Sidaway (17)

November becomes fraught with
danger. There’s a kind of
factionalism that we all separate
ourselves into.
The “Christmas-everyday”
enthusiasts seize the day and
decide they’ll put their decorations
up on the 30th November,
because why not? This can
become an event. We might stop
on our journey to our school /
work / pilates class etc. to take
note of the first person in our
neighbourhood to have the guts
to put their decorations up. To all
the brave people out there who

are the first in their neighbourhood
to put an inflatable Santa in their
garden, I salute you.
Then there will be the staunch
traditionalists, the ones who roll
their eyes when a Christmas song
plays in November. Instead, they
might favour the “two weeks
before, two weeks after” approach
when it comes to putting up and
taking down decorations.
I’m going to be a bit boring and
declare that I’m somewhere in
between the two. If I’m not on
either side of the court, then I
suppose I’m tangled up in the net
in the middle. But both sides will
try to convert you, make no
mistake.
“Go on! Put on some Bublé!
Stop being a Scrooge!” a
rebellious Chrimbo-maniac might
say. Or, on the other hand, a
traditionalist might comment
that: “It’s too commercialised
these days” and purse their lips.
Whenever we remember that it’s
November, we always have a
habit of commenting on the
month to follow. “Ooh, nearly
December.” We may as well not
have November. It just becomes
an extension of Christmas,
forgotten in favour of its two
buddies, October and December.

Oh well, I’m glad that’s all over
and we’re comfortably into the
festive period. Hopefully, it will
be less restricted than it was last
year – I’m writing this before
any potential new rules have
been laid out (fingers crossed,
there won’t be any). It would be
nice not to be submerged under
seventeen blankets, wearing a
bobble hat and unable to feel my
toes on the Big Day; last year,
our gardens became our living
rooms, and while they were
certainly airy, it would be nice to
be inside with everyone again.
I feel like all effective articles
end on something thoughtful,
something poignant. This year –
while not quite as chaotic as
2020 – hasn’t exactly passed on
the smooth, good year test. But
then maybe they never do, there
are highs and lows in every day,
let alone every year. Maybe that’s
why we need times like now, one
big epic positive to put a
satisfying lid on a year and
kickstart another.
With that in mind, I really hope
that everyone is safe and happy
this season.
Merry Christmas, fellow reader,
make it a great one!

Tae Kwon do
Black Belt success

 





Father and Daughter duo Nick
and Katie Shepherd achieve
black belt success.
The duo who have been
attending Abbey Tae Kwon Do
who meet weekly at Abbey Park
Middle School in Pershore under
instructor Philip Mieczynski
(black belt 5th dan) over the past
five years. Having prepared to
take their black belt grading in
2020 this was naturally put on
hold due to COVID restrictions.
However, this did not deter the
pair. They continued to train,
virtually and then outdoors when
they were allowed ensuring that
when they were able to take

their examination. Not only did
they pass, but put on an
outstanding performance.
Instructor Philip Mieczynski
said, ‘I am so very proud of
them both and how they have
represented the club. Their hard
work and determination has paid
off and they will continue to
grow from here as martial
artists’
If you are interested in learning
more about Tae Kwon Do why
not check out our facebook page
Pershore Tae Kwon Do or
contact Philip Mieczynski on
07766 733291
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Cooking for fun!Ailsa Craddock
Christmas – one of my favourite times of the year! I love the
decorating and planning of it, choosing gifts and wrapping, having a
houseful of family and friends. It can, also, I know, be a sad time
with a loved one no longer here – or it seems as if the whole world
has got someone to share it with and you are on your own.
Thus, this month, I am not giving you recipes for traditional big
meals, but for sweet treats you can make and give as gifts to friends
and neighbours – or equally enjoy on your own, being good to
yourself. Collect tins or jars from the charity shop (making them
winners too!) and decorate them with pretty ribbons and paper.
Christmas is not the time to hold back on the bling!
NB before anyone comments on the amount of sugar in the next
three recipes, I know it looks a lot but don’t forget these are sweet
treats and only eaten occasionally!

Red Kite
Having seen Red Kites in other
parts of the country, it is only
recently that I have spotted them
locally. It is usual to see
Buzzards and Sparrow Hawks
but a treat to see this beautiful,
graceful bird.
The Kite is larger than the
Buzzard and has a very
distinctive forked tail. Its
plumage is variegated with a tail
that is rusty on the upperside
and lighter beneath. It has long
wings with a contrasting white
bar on the upperwing. In flight it
is very acrobatic and glides with
its elegant extended wings.
The Kite became nearly extinct
in the nineteenth century but,
with a careful conservation
programme over a hundred
years, its population has grown
hugely. Descended from one
female, there were 77 pairs by
1991 and now estimated to be
more than 2000 pairs in the UK.
Kites nest high in the trees,

constructing their nest with a
mixture of dead twigs, grass and
sheep’s wool. Before breeding,
they may add other materials
including rubbish such as paper
bags etc!
Nests can grow to a considerable
size. Eggs are laid in clutches of
1-3 eggs and are incubated for
approximately a month. During
the first two weeks the female
cares for the young while the
male provides the food. After
this time they share the foraging.
Fledgling does not occur until
48-50 days but the young remain
near to the nest for another two
weeks. The young then leave the
area and are entirely
independent until they return to
breed two years later.
Kites live on average for ten
years but the oldest known wild
Kite was 26 years old. It is good
that these beautiful birds have
survived and are a stunning sight
for us to see.

Let’s do lunch!

The return of the Volunteer
Centre Lunch club was
welcomed enthusiastically by
those who enjoyed an excellent
two-course meal and- as
important to the patrons- a
chance to catch up after months
of isolation and, for some,
solitude. Without our team of
drivers, many of the diners
would be unable to use the

opportunity to put a bit of light
and colour back into their lives.
Some people rely on our drivers
for visits to hospital and other,
vital trips. We have a real need
for drivers- for the minibus or if
you can use your own car- for
this vital work.
Call Pershore Volunteer Centre:
01386 554299 if you can help.
We’d love to hear from you!

GRANNY'S LEMON CURD
225 grams sugar, 50 grams butter, juice and zest of a lemon and
2 well beaten eggs
Half fill a pan with water and put on to heat. Put all the ingredients in
a bowl, big enough to put into the pan without the water bubbling
over. Keep on a low heat until everything melts, stirring occasionally.
Continue cooking until a spoonful on a cold plate wrinkles when
pushed. Pour into small jars, cool and keep in the fridge. It’s lovely
on hot buttered toast and also as a pudding by swirling it into natural
yogurt.
GRANNY'S TREACLE TOFFEE
6 tablespoons sugar ∑ 100 grams butter ∑ 3 tablespoons treacle
1 tablespoon water ∑ 2 teaspoons vinegar
Put everything into a saucepan and bring to a boil. Keep on a rolling
boil (I keep a wooden spoon in it so it doesn't over boil). It is ready
when a small spoonful goes hard when dropped
into a bowl of cold water. Pour into a greased baking tin (BE
CAREFUL AS IT’S VERY HOT AND WILL BURN YOUR SKIN).
Allow to harden, turn tin over and tap till it drops out. Keep in a
airproof tin or tupperware.
SCOTTISH TABLET (English fudge)
Incredibly easy and even a non-Scot can make it! ∑
150ml evaporated milk, ∑ 150ml water ∑ 75g butter ∑ 450g granulated
sugar ∑ 1/4 teaspoon vanilla essence
Butter a 7 inch shallow tin. Put milk, water, sugar and butter in a
saucepan and heat through slowly until the sugar has dissolved. Then
boil steadily for about 10 - 15 minutes stirring constantly. Test by
dropping into a cold glass of water and is ready when you can roll it
between your fingers. Take off the heat and add vanilla essence. Cool
slightly then beat until the mixture starts to thicken and crystalise.
Pour into tin and leave to set. Mark into squares and keep in an
airtight tin (it won't be there for long!)
For the ultimate comfort drink, there will always be
HOT CHOCOLATE - A couple of festive additions. on page 14
Why not make a batch, keep (a lot) for yourself and leave a
warming flask full on your neighbour's doorstep?

16

Issue 67 - December 2021 / January 2022 - Pershore Times

Christmas Coffee Break

Sudoku
5 8
1
8 7 3 6
4 9 8 2
2

MULLED WINE HOT CHOCOLATE
300ml red wine ∑ 1 cinnamon stick
2 star anise ∑ 4 cloves ∑ 6 allspice berries ∑
2 tablespoons demerara sugar ∑
500mls milk ∑ 150g dark chocolate

5
9

Combine the first five ingredients, heat gently and simmer for 10
minutes. In a separate pan, heat the milk, then gradually whisk in the
dark chocolate. Strain the red wine into the chocolate pan and stir.
Serve in small glasses or cups with extra cinnamon stick stirrers.

7
9
3

9 7 8 4
7 6 9 8
7
1 8

4 6 9
8 1
2

LUXURY HOT CHOCOLATE - with lots of topping suggestions!
2 tablespoons cocoa powder ∑ 1 litre milk
2 tablespoons demerara sugar ∑ 100g chopped dark chocolate ∑
1 teaspoon vanilla essence ∑ 100 ml single cream

2
6

Put the cocoa in a large bowl or jug and mix in enough cold milk to
make a smooth paste. Put the rest of the milk in a pan and bring to a
simmer. Whisk the milk into the cocoa paste until everything is
incorporated then pour back into the pan. Add the sugar, chopped
chocolate, vanilla and cream and heat gently, stirring until everything
is combined. Sweeten with extra demerara sugar to your liking.

9

TOPPINGS - dark rum, whisky, brandy, Disaronno or Baileys /
squirty cream / Cadbury flake /cinnamon sticks/ ground cinnamon /
chocolate chips / mini marshmallows /fudge chunks
Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
from Ailsa, The Husband,
Catkin, the cat, and The Four Hens!

3
7

7 9
2
1
2
7
8 5
5
9
6 5
3 1 8

Wordsearch
Angola

India

Aruba

Iraq

Belize

Israel

Canada

Italy

Chad

Kenya

China

Laos

Estonia

Mali

Fiji

Nauru

Gabon

Niger

Guam

Oman

Iceland

Peru
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Christmas Crossword

Pershore
Times
today!

Across

Down

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
18
22
25
27
28
29
30
31

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
16
17
19
20
21
23
24
26

Corpulent (5)
Extreme surprise (9)
Souvenir (5)
Inherent (9)
Possess (3)
Hebrew minor prophet (5)
E.g. wine goblets (9)
Bush (5)
Double birdie (5)
Large mass of sliding snow (9)
Renounce (5)
Open mesh fabric (3)
Staff (9)
Mistaken (5)
Weaken insidiously (9)
Passageway (5)

Do you enjoy
Jigsaw puzzles?
visit

www.pershoreline.co.uk/coffeebreak

Play online for FREE

Highest singing voice in women (7)
Affluence (6)
Recent arrival (8)
Saw (6)
Book end, perhaps (4,4)
Exceptional intellect (6)
Convince (8)
Adhesive label (7)
Frenzied rush (8)
Single-celled organisms (8)
Conceal with decorative paper (4,4)
Neither solid nor liquid (7)
Abrade (7)
Part of a group (6)
Followed (6)
Cardiff International Airport (6)

Pershore
Times
today!

Today’s news
online
for smart phones,
iPads and laptops
www.pershoreonline.co.uk
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Christmas Crossword
27
28
29
30

Across
1
6
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
16
17
19
20
23
24
26

Evening (6)
Capital of Norway (4)
Rescued (5)
Spanish rice dish (6)
Something owed (4)
Arcadian (5)
Yemeni seaport (4)
Quick sharp bark (4)
Black Sea peninsular (6)
Owing (3)
Viper (3)
Aromatic ointment (6)
Temporary pause (4)
Poker stake (4)
Wrong (5)
English public school (4)

Ate greedily (6)
Home to the Maasai Mara Reserve (5)
Tax (4)
Prompt (6)

Down
2
3
4
5
6
7
15
17
18
21
22
25

Singlehanded (7)
Stillness (7)
Former Russian ruler (4)
Abroad (8)
Strangely (5)
Defamation (5)
Natives of e.g. Venice (8)
Dental filling (7)
Template (7)
Undo (5)
Tall and thin (5)
Stout pole (4)

Across

Down

1
5
8
9
10
11
13
17
19
21
22
23

2
3
4
5
6
7
12
14
15
16
18
20

Brandy distilled from cherries (6)
Reveal unintentionally (6)
Large self-service store (11)
Like many Sherpas (8)
Pained expression (4)
On a lower storey (5)
Investigate closely (5)
Harvest (4)
Bed (8)
Audio system output device (11)
Concurs (6)
An unspecified person (6)

Point in question (5)
Highest singing voice in women (7)
Set (6)
Defeated (6)
Capital of Japan (5)
Indigestion remedy (7)
Stopper to keep out noise (7)
Jailer (7)
Entertains (6)
Greek goddess of wisdom (6)
Dried plum (5)
Seductively beautiful woman (5)

Across

Down

1
4
9
10
11
12
14
17
18
20
21

1
2
3
5
6
7
8
13
15
16
19

Profited (6)
Body of salt water (5)
U S state on the Gulf Coast (7)
Red cosmetic (5)
Bites (4)
And so forth (2,6)
Using obscene language (4-7)
Inspector (8)
Celebrity (4)
Depart (5)
"What should they know of --who only --- know?" (Kipling) (7)
22 Untidy (5)
23 Less strong (6)

Insecure knot (6)
Unfitting (13)
Yellow cheese coated with red wax (4)
Removes errors (8)
Recreational area (9,4)
Patron Saint of tanners (11)
Started (5)
Railway track supports (8)
Sacred song (5)
Merchant (6)
Inhuman person (4)

Christmas Magic Squares 2

Fill in grids, so that each column, row and diagonal add up to the same

32
5

3

28
8

10
12

6
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Christmas Quiz!
The Road Not Taken

1. What is the world’s largest
land mammal?

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

2. Rio de Janeiro is a city in
which South American
country?

12. Which is Britain’s oldest
Sunday newspaper, published
for the first time in 1791?
13. What was the middle name
of Wolfgang Mozart?

3. Which Middle Eastern city is 14. What is the art of stuffing
also the name of a type of
animals for preservation?
artichoke?
15. The term bhp is used when
4. With which sport is
describing the power of a
Silverstone most associated?
motor vehicle; for what does
it stand?
5. Nostradamus was famous for
making what?
16. What is Prince William’s
second name?
6. In mythology, Romulus and
Remus were brought up by
17. Who invented the Flying
which animal?
Shuttle in 1733?

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,
And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if I should ever come back.

7. What is the main source of
vitamin C?

18. What does a Geiger Counter
measure?

8. Insulin is commonly used to
treat which condition?

19. If you were an LLD, what
profession would you be
involved in?

9. The first atom bomb was
dropped on which Japanese
city?

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and II took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.

20. How many of Henry VIII’s
wives were called Anne?

10. What is dermatophobia the
fear of?
11. The Velocipede was a
nineteenth-century prototype
of what?

Robert Frost

Captain Sir Tom Moore

Answers: 1. Elephant 2. Brazil 3. Jerusalem 4. Motor Racing 5. Predictions 6. Wolf 7. Fruits
8. Diabetes 9. Hiroshima 10. The fear of skin disease 11. A bicycle 12. Observer 13.
Amadeus 14. Taxidermy 15. Brake horse power 16. Arthur 17. John Kay 18. Radiation
19. The legal profession (Doctor of Law) 20.Two – Anne Boleyn and Anne of Cleves

Tomorrow will be a good day!

COMPETITION TIME!
Take a look at the anagram

SPOT
&
SHOP!

The answer is the name of a business that
is in the Pershore Times this month

November Winners
1) Mary Riches
2) Tina Jones
3) Brenda Shale
4) Catherine Edgar
5) Val Jackman

This month’s
anagram
ARTHROPATHY
KENYA
PREHARDENING

Complete and return this form or
email: news@pershoretimes.co.uk
for your chance to win!

Pershore Times closing date:
31st December 2021
Answer:

Name:

Last month’s answer: Pershore Seafoods

Telephone/email:

This month’s prizes!
1st - £25
2nd - Sunday Lunch for two at The Royal Oak, Kinnersley
3rd - £20 Food Voucher at The Queen Elizabeth, Elmley
4th - Revills £10 Voucher 5th Masons Arms £10 Guest Voucher
6th - Reg Moule’s Gardening Diary

Return to:
Hughes & Company/Pershore Times
8 Church Street, Pershore
Worcestershire WR10 1DT
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RAF Pershore
Unlike RAF Defford, built mainly
on a village Common, RAF
Pershore was built on what was
already an airfield - albeit a grass
one. This was Throckmorton
Aerodrome, to the north-east of
Pershore, the home of the
Worcestershire Flying School
since 1934. It was a large, level
extent of grass which was part of
the Tilesford House estate. The
C16th, timber-framed house,
which became Tilesford Farm,
acted as the Club House.
Then, in the summer of 1940,
Messrs Wimpey and Co. began
work to lay concrete runways
and build hangers, a control
tower and all the buildings
needed by an RAF station
training bomber crews.
Unfortunately, the Luftwaffe had
noticed these developments and,
on the evening of September the
11th, enemy aircraft dropped
bombs. This was repeated the
next day. No people were hurt
but some farm animals were
killed and buildings were
damaged. There were more
attacks the following year. Two
fuel bowsers and a Wellington
bomber were destroyed but,
again, no one was killed.
When the RAF took over and
the first aircraft arrived on April
the 1st, 1941, the airfield was

21

Tim Hickson

still unfinished. However, it
became the home of No. 23
Operational Training Unit
(OTU) for Commonwealth
crews - mainly Canadians.
In June, the unit had its first
flying accident when a
Wellington suffered engine
failure. In the resulting crash
landing, all the crew bar the rear
gunner escaped. Trapped by a
leg, he was so badly burned that
he later died. Accidents were to
become frequent. Of the 64 war
graves in Pershore Cemetery, 41
are of Canadians, some only 19
years old.
Pershore residents may well be
aware of the crash that took
place on the 29th of May, 1943,
when a Wellington was taking
part in the fund-raising Wings
for Victory fly-past. It flew so
low that it lost a wing over the
Cricket Ground, hit a house
before crashing into the roof of
The Brandy Cask Hotel and
ending up in flames in the
garden, killing all on board.
By 1944 there was greater need
for a base for a Ferry Unit whose
pilots were delivering aircraft
mainly to Africa and the Far East.
Then, after four years, that
requirement decreased and in
1948, RAF Pershore became the
training centre for the RAF

War graves in Pershore Cemetery
Police. After another four years,
site for the RAF Strike Command’s
the Korean War caused an
Valiant and Vulcan nuclear
increase in the demand for pilots
bombers on standby to take off
and so the airfield became the
within 4 minutes in case Britain
No.10 Advanced Flying School.
was attacked.
After two years that urgent need
By 1977 the place closed as a
for more pilots ceased. There
military airfield and was used by
then began a period of preparation the Royal Signals and Radar
for the arrival of the aircraft
Establishment. Eventually the
testing radar from RAF Defford.
electronics research, based in
They were now called the Royal
Malvern was being done by a
Radar Establishment’s Flying
private company, QinetiQ, and
Unit. The new, heavy jet bombers
that organisation continued to
needed longer runways than
use the airfield. However,
could be made at Defford. So,
sharing this were chauffeurs
Pershore’s main runway was
being trained to drive diplomats
strengthened and extended to
around dangerous places in the
2,450 yards so that it could take
world. So fast aircraft were
any aircraft. Indeed, in 1960, the
replaced by fast cars and
airfield was used as a dispersal
security remained tight!

A Wellington bomber from ‘The 23 OTU left from Pershore’

A Vulcan bomber

Photographs








printed from your phone
or just email them to: print.hughescompany@btconnect.com

Hughes & Company
Tel: 01386 803803
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Women’s Hour!

Susan Catford

Mistletoe and wine!!

It’s that time of the year again.
We are already into December,
the supermarkets have been
playing Christmas music for
weeks and we are all being urged
to sparkle!
No matter how commercial it is
with Black Fridays that last for
days (and Black Mondays etc.)
and competing Christmas
advertisements, it is still
undoubtedly a special time of
year. Somehow those Christmas
lights on long dark nights and the
anticipation of it all, create a
warmth and optimism that this
year will be better.
I have been considering, as you
do, one of the old favourites The
Twelve Days of Christmas. If my
true love gave me a partridge in
a pear tree on day one, there
would be little chance of the
relationship lasting to day two!

However, the five gold rings
might prove successful. The
thought of Amazon attempting to
deliver eight geese a-laying with
‘LEAVE BY THE BACK DOOR’
instruction is an interesting one!
Now mistletoe and wine conjure
up a far more attractive image,
definitely to my taste.
Over the years we have had
many lovely Christmases but we
have had some turkey incidents
along the way. We used to have
free-range turkeys delivered to
our door at great expense
because the in-laws had to have
only the best. After the obligatory
sherry and numerous Dubonnet
and gin aperitifs, no-one particularly
noticed the quality of the turkey.
We decided that a frozen one
would be much cheaper but we
would have to pretend it was
fresh. This meant defrosting it
discretely the day before and the
only place we could do that was
in our en-suite shower. We
managed to smuggle it upstairs
and it sat in the shower overnight.
The next morning we were met
by a scene reminiscent of
Hitchcock’s Psycho!! We then
had to get it back downstairs and
into the fridge unwrapped so it
would appear to be the real
thing! Needless to say no-one
seemed to notice the turkey was

of a different pedigree.
The following year we had an
oven malfunction on Christmas
Day. It was either cold or an
inferno – not good for roasting a
turkey. We had no option but to
go with the inferno then eat only
the bits of turkey that were neither
charcoal or raw. We survived!
The next year (with oven sorted)
I decided to be organised and
order a turkey (fresh this time)
from our local supermarket. I rolled
up on Christmas Eve to find they
had lost my order. Only two turkeys
remained, a small one and a twenty
pounder. It had to be the latter
but the good news was I got it for
half price. It didn’t do much for
my blood pressure though.
Last year, amidst all the speculation
about a turkey shortage, I again
bought a frozen bird well ahead.
Alas, Covid put paid to us enjoying
a turkey dinner but fortunately it
went to a good home. Friends who
were having trouble obtaining a
turkey came to collect it and a very
strange exchange involving social
distancing, masks and hand sanitiser
took place! In spite of our past
history, hopefully we will get to
enjoy a turkey this year.
So Christmas is on the horizon
again. The decs only made it to
the loft in June for a number of
reasons and already they need to

come down again. The man of
the house is bracing himself for
the annual ritual of locating and
untangling the outdoor lights
before spending several hours
with freezing fingers up a ladder.
But it will be worth it!! The village
will suddenly become a more
tasteful, miniature version of
Blackpool lights and the dark
lanes will be ablaze with colour
and brightness. Our route to the
pub will be well lit!!
Out and about the shops are
sparkling and the town is illuminated
with Christmas lights. Having to
wear masks may be a nuisance
but it will not stop us enjoying
our shopping expeditions. It is a
time of optimism but we have all
learnt to be cautious too. Cliff
will be singing about mistletoe
and wine again and there will be
rocking around the Christmas
tree. So bring on the wine but,
for now, mistletoe will still be on
my red list. Wishing you all a
very happy and healthy Christmas.

Words
‘Thought Plants’
is a new collection of writing and poems exploring ideas,
events and everyday life. At times serious and thoughtful, at others
enjoying the whimsical, lighter side of things. It has grown surprisingly
well from early seeds and a fertile imagination

Thought Plants
Susan Catford

Words are my tools, my toys, my friend
I work with them, play with them, and sometimes tend
To let them go roaming to places exciting
Then I can use them in all kinds of writing.
Long words or short words, the fancy and plain
They all work together again and again.
Words can paint pictures so vivid and bright
So others can see them and even take flight
To all different places and even past times
With nostalgic memories written in rhymes.
And sometimes it’s strong words that need to make heard
Straight talking, clear speaking but written in word.
Romantic words offer true love and affection,
Endearment and promises that give direction
To hopes for the future and things that may be
Expressed through warm verses and love poetry.
I keep all my words in my own treasure chest
Of thoughts and ideas, the place I love best.
And often I take off the lid and explore
The richness, variety, subtlety and more.
I never will tire of my tools, toys and friends
As the more that I gather, the more it extends
The endless potential for working and play
To help me to write and to know what to say.

Thought Plants

Susan Catford

120 pages A5 full colour illustrated by Susan Catford

‘Thought Plants’ is Susan’s first book and
is a new collection of writing and
poems exploring ideas, events and everyday life.
At times serious and thoughtful, at others enjoying
the whimsical, lighter side of things.
It has grown surprisingly well from
early seeds and a fertile imagination.
Available for £9.95
from: Hughes & Company
8 Church Street Pershore
Tel: 01386 803803
hughescompany@btconnect.com
susancatford@gmail.com
Published by Hughes & Company
Delivered by courier or post
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It’s not just the big things!
Karen Harris
I’ve had two interesting
‘situations’ this week that both
show people’s very different
perceptions of ‘posture’ and how
deviating from our blueprint
design, i.e. our correct skeletal
alignment, can affect the body.
It’s definitely not just about
standing upright!
Situation no.1, a friend of mine
(who knows what I do for a
living) said she was selfisolating because she was going
into hospital for wrist surgery.
‘For carpel tunnel?’ I asked,
‘Yes’ she replied. ‘Why didn’t
you say anything???’ I exclaimed!
‘Oh, I thought you were all
about backs and ‘big things’!’
Situation 2, was a new client, a
retired gentleman; he had used
his body well with various
careers lugging stuff about,
unfortunately he was now
stooping forward and was also
dealing with Parkinson’s, and a
condition called Dystonia, which
had only come on in the last
couple of years.
For those unaware, Dystonia is
an idiopathic condition (meaning
of unknown cause) which causes
various parts of the body to
spasm and lock, and the
recipient just has to ride it, and
the pain and discomfort, out this could last a matter of
minutes or hours. In this
gentleman’s case the parts
affected were his feet and
shoulders, which left him with
lots of pain and restriction and
tingling arms and hands. There
seems to be a disruption in the
brain signal to the central
nervous system that controls the
nerves that control the muscles
in specific areas - basically there
is no control! It seems no one
really knows why it happens and
what triggers it.
Anyway, I digress. In situation
1, I know, from mine, and
colleagues, experience, that

Carpel Tunnel Syndrome is a
symptomatic condition of
something that isn’t right further
up the chain,
i.e shoulder/upper body. In the
majority of cases it has nothing
to do with the wrist and a few
simple exercises sorts it - and
the person’s postural alignment out. In this case, it was too late,
surgery was booked.
In situation 2, when I called the
gentleman exactly a week later
to see how he was doing, there
was some extraordinary news.
Apart from his wife telling him
he already looked taller and
straighter, his feet - that, for
the last couple of years, were
always painfully locked at 45
degrees to his legs every
morning - were fine!
Two days without anything at
all, then one day much less
severe. News like this is
ridiculously exciting,
encouraging, and of course
extremely pleasing for the
recipient.
I’m not a doctor or a neurologist
to know exactly what’s going on
here, but what I do know is that
when you give the body the
correct stimulus to retrain the
brain to learn correct patterns of
movement to bring the
body back into alignment, it
starts a reset. All of the body’s
systems are connected to your
musculoskeletal system, so
whether it’s a wrist, a foot, a
neck, a pain in the bum, or a
‘big thing,’ the body is a unit
and must be treated so. It is a
fantastic piece of equipment that
never ceases to amaze me.

Are you feeling anxious,
stressed or depressed?
Struggling with weight management,
a phobia or stopping smoking?
Hypnotherapy can help:
¨
¨
¨
¨
¨
¨

increase confidence
improve focus
increase motivation
achieve goals
create new positive habits
give you back control

To book a FREE consultation
Call or text 07966 243876
Email: info@kghypnotherapy.co.uk
Katharine Gardner Hypnotherapy
62 Main Street, Sedgeberrow, Evesham, Worcestershire

www.kghypnotherapy.co.uk

WR11 7UF
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I should like to thank all the stall
holders in the market and my
dear friends at The Cafe on the
Corner for the way they have, so
enthusiastically made us all so
welcome during this difficult
year, and how much they have
all helped me while I have been
a little immobile. So much
appreciated!
Penny Evan
Dear Editor,
Mystery in Asda!
My first sight of her was a
dazzling smile. We didn’t stop to
talk, then fifteen or twenty
minutes later we approached
each other again , but she was
illdefined. The shelving around
her was indistinct, then nothing.
I had no memory of her getting
closer, then she was near me,
just turning into the next aisle
with an unhappy look on her
face. I had blanked her, but no I
hadn’t. I had passed out!
But why was I not on the floor?
I couldn’t make sense of it, she
disappeared into the aisle as
mystified and possibley hurt, no
doubt as I was, I wanted to
speak to her but I’m afraid now
I will never see her again. I just
have the memory of her

What’s On?

wonderful smile. If you read this
and recognise yourself, please
ask Hughes & Comapny to put
you in contact with me. I am so
sorry it happened this way!

Cinema Corner!

Dear Editor
I noticed in the November issue
that a lady is asking if anyone
has memories of her father PC
Pete Savage from Pershore. My
father, John Hemming, was best
friends with a Peter Savage who
also lived in one of the Pershore
police houses on the junction of
Three Springs and Worcester
Road. My father and Peter got
back in touch with each other in
circa 2000 and Peter came up
from Plymouth to see my father
and spent a day reminiscing old
times. One element of doubt I
have is that I do not recall dad’s
friend, Peter Savage, being a PC
but I cannot be sure.
Also regarding the ‘RAF in
Pershore’ a copy of this could
probably be obtained from the
RAF museum at Croome Court.
I hope this information may be
of help
Regards
Sue Prices

Cinema Listings

December/January
The Lost Leonardo (15)
Thu 16 Dec - 7.30pm
Directed by Andrea Koefoed
Dune (12A)
Fri 17 & Sat 18 Dec - 7.30pm
Directed by Denis Villeneuve
Encanto (PG)
Saturday 18 December 2.00pm; Wednesday 22
December - 11.00am

The Power of the Dog
(12A)
Friday 14 & Saturday 15
January - 7.30pm
The Boss Baby 2: Family
Business (PG)
– Relaxed Screening
Saturday 15 January - 2.00pm

It’s a Wonderful Life (U)
Monday 20 December 11.00am & 7.30pm
Silent Night (15)
Wednesday 22 December 7.30pm
A Boy Called Christmas
(PG)
Friday 24 December 11.00am,
Wednesday 29 December 11.00am & 7.00pm
tick,tick … BOOM! (12A)
Thursday 30 December 7.30pm
Even Mice Belong in
Heaven (U)
Friday 31 December - 11.00am;
Tuesday 4 January - 2.00pm
The Colour Room (PG)
Monday 3 January 11.00am & 7.30pm;
Tuesday 4 January - 7.30pm
Passing (12A)
Thursday 6 January - 7.30pm
West Side Story (12A)
Friday 7 Jan - 2.30pm & 7.30pm,
Saturday 8 January - 7.30pm,
Monday 10 January 11.00am & 7.30pm
Thursday 13 January - 2.30pm

Event Listings
The Royal Ballet:
The Nutcracker
Sunday 12 December - 2.00pm,
Tuesday 21 December - 7.15pm
André Rieu: Christmas with
André
Friday 17 December - 2.00pm;
Thursday 23 December - 7.00pm
Exhibition on Screen: The
Danish Collector
Tuesday 11 January 2022 - 7.00pm
Paul Jones & Dave Kelly
Thursday 13 January - 7.30pm
Tosca
Wednesday 19 January - 7.15pm
Bolshoi: Jewels
Sunday 23 January - 3.00pm
National Theatre Live:
Leopoldstadt
Thursday 27 January - 7.00pm

High Street Pershore Worcestershire WR10 1BG
Box Office: 01386 555488 www.number8.org
Email: enquiries@number8.org
Box Office Opening Hours - Telephone Bookings:
Mon & Tue 10am - 4pm, Wed to Fri 10am - 6pm,
Sat 10am - 4pm + 6pm - 7pm on performance evenings
In Person Bookings: Wed & Fri 3pm - 6pm
No door sales - Booking closes 30 mins before start time. Covid-19 safety measures
in place. Socially distanced seating. A maximum of six individuals or two households
can be seated together.
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Jazz News Peter Farrall

The sad news this month is that
Pershore College, our unique
venue for the last fourteen years
is, because of major policy changes,
unable to host Pershore Jazz
Festival in future. The on-site
accommodation on the College
campus is scheduled for occupation
by migrant agricultural workers
in the summer months, the
College bar is no longer available,
catering has been outsourced,
and the field used for siting
caravans and motorhomes is
designated solely for sports
activities.
Our inability to provide
accommodation and facilities for
musicians and audience as well
as the security and control
implications of having non-festival
residents on site over the festival
weekend have led to the unhappy
conclusion that we are unable to
present a festival in the popular
accustomed format.
As for the future, Pershore Jazz
will continue to provide a
programme of monthly club nights,
supplemented with some additional
singular events during the year,
with a special festival style
offering at Number 8 Community
Arts Centre in August. We
sincerely hope that at least some
fans will still be able to enjoy
the broad spectrum of bands for
which Pershore Jazz is well
known.
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Reflexology Angela Johns

The club is going strongly with a
full capacity audience each
month since reopening at
Pershore Town football club in
September and the trend is
continued in December when we
have a waiting list to see Alan
Barnes and Dave Newton, a duo
whose reputation for anecdotal
humour and witty on stage
banter is coupled with a solid
performance of jazz styling from
Louis Armstrong to Chick Corea
and everything in between.
Next year’s programme promises
an abundance of diverse artists,
line ups and styles to suit all jazz
tastes, beginning in January with
the Ralph Allin Quartet. We can
rely on Ralph to hold the audience
spellbound with the versatility
and imagination coming from his
trademark electric “skeleton”
violin. .

In the warmer months the
woodburner sits there cold and
lifeless. As the summer rolls by
its glass front merely reflects my
face with indifference. It waits,
still on its sturdy legs, biding its
time, confident in its future role.
Ever discreet, ever present, it
bears witness to the hub of the
house, this keeper of secrets. So
quiet I might forget that it's
there.
But, as summery memories fade
away and the air turns dense
with a cold that creeps up my
sleeves and down my collar, I
take it out of hibernation and
into animation once again. It
brings my senses alive. I hear the
pops, the heat roaring, the wood
splitting and the tick tick ticking
of expanding metal. I can see the
shimmering orange lava-like
glow of the burning logs. I can
smell fresh wood, my vanilla
candle and the slight whiff of
firelighters on my fingers. I can
feel my face flushed with a
radiant heat and my mouth turn
dry as I lie on the hearth rug
staring mesmerised into the
porthole. I see the carpet fibres
up close as I slowly turn like a
pig on a spit. As my back takes
its turn to warm, I look at the
gap under the door from where

Angela is a qualified
Reflexologist, Aromareflex
Practitioner and Reiki
Teacher/Practitioner. She is
passionate about her therapies
and spends quality time with her
clients to facilitate their
wellbeing.
You can find her at
angelajohns.co.uk

To receive the

Pershore Times

January 26th Ralph Allin Quartet
www.ralphallin.uk
Last Wednesday of the month in
the Function Room, Pershore
Football Club Doors open at
7pm, music at 8pm Admission
£10 to include a raffle ticket.
Reserve booking advised then
pay on arrival
www.pershorejazz.org.uk
club@pershorejazz.org.uk
Tel: 01527 66692
find us on Facebook

the draft of cooler air comes to
slide like a silk scarf over any
bare skin. I can think ahead to
putting up the Christmas tree, the
utter frivolity of sparkly things.
Bliss. I’m one of the lucky ones.
Crisis.org.uk, Shelter.org.uk, or
to help local folk in particular
Maggsdaycentre.co.uk

by e-mail visit
www.pershoretimes.co.uk
enter your name and email address
‘Believe in yourself. You are braver than you
think, more talented than you know, and
capable of more than you imagine.’
Roy T. Bennett

Bring your memories to life!








We transfer to DVD, USB & Audio CD
VHS - Slides - Photos - Cine films
Camcorder tapes - Photos from video
Tape repairs / editing - Foreign tapes converted
Open reel audio, Dictaphone, Cassette & Vinyl to CD or MP3

Hughes & Company
Tel: 01386 803803
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Managing your
business reputation

Presents at Christmas
Carol Draper

Ruby Edwards
For many businesses 2021 has
been challenging for lots of
reasons, not simply living and
working through a pandemic,
but also changes in
circumstance, supply chain
issues, diversifying to adapt to
the new working world.
Sustainability is currently a
big topic – globally – for large
corporate companies, SMEs
and sole traders. All businesses
who invest in measures to
ensure their organisation can coexist in harmony with the planet
can pledge their support to work
sustainably. Many fund
managers will ONLY invest in
businesses that operate
sustainable policies. This could
be by working only with
companies who feel – and do –
the same, who invest in
sustainable working practices
like installing e-chargers for
electric cars in the car park,
whose recycling processes mean
they have little waste or are
working towards their carbon
footprint becoming neutral.
In 2022, companies will
innovate to accommodate the
requirements to be sustainable
and new concepts will form the
backbone of marketing plans,
which will continue to make
headlines.
One local business at the heart
of the sustainability topic is
Worcester Bosch. They are fully
aware of the sustainability
challenges they face and are
managing them accordingly.
Carl Arntzen, CEO, Worcester
Bosch, says:
“Sustainability might be the
buzzword of the moment but for
years it’s been at the heart of
everything we do. At Worcester
Bosch we strive to protect our
planet for future generations, in
the products we manufacture,
the way we package and
distribute them, and through the
processes we use at our
manufacturing plants. By acting
in an economically,
environmentally and socially
responsible manner, we want to
improve people’s quality of life
and safeguard the livelihoods of

present and future generations.”
But how does your SME jump
aboard and survive in the current
climate for change? Even small
businesses and sole traders can
find ways to work towards a
more sustainable way of working,
for example, sourcing recycled
paper, buying used office
furniture, recycled tech, planting
a tree every time a milestone is
reached.
Ben Kelsey, CEO at Malvern
based SME Indra Renewable
Technologies, agrees:
“Sustainability is central to what
we do and increasingly business
will align in that way.”
For the full article, including
what Gary Woodman, Chief
Executive of the Worcestershire
LEP, says about what this all
means for your business, please
go to: www.youdobetter.co.uk/
2021/09/20/sustainability-x-pr.
Now is the time to launch your
innovative new business or plan
to update your company’s
current plan. Apart from the
feel-good factor – and actually
making a positive impact on the
environment – it is also a great
opportunity to raise your brand
profile with a little PR. Put your
green business ideas into
practice and shout about it in a
press release, on social and at
networking events.
So, if you’re a business who
takes sustainability seriously, get
your story out there! Business
and individuals, indeed your
customers, want to know how
you are affecting sustainability
in a positive way!
Ruby Edwards | You Do Better |
Outsourced Marketing Hub
07891 777464 |
ruby@youdobetter.co.uk
www.youdobetter.co.uk

Christmas is just round the corner
and if you are in business, it is
likely you have been inundated
with offers of branded
Christmas gift ideas and
corporate Christmas cards.
Alternatively, you may
just be thinking of buying a
few bottles of wine or boxes
of chocolates to give to either
customers or suppliers as a
thank you.
Gifts can be a great way of
promoting your business and
pushing your name to the
forefront of customers’ minds.
While there is no restriction on what
you can and cannot give for Christmas,
from a tax-saving point of view not all gifts are treated the same and
HMRC can often be the scrooge at your party.
HMRC treats gifts in the same way as business entertainment and in
most cases does not allow them to be offset against tax. Both gifts
and entertainment are seen as an inducement for the recipient to
spend more with the business and as this is the equivalent of offering
a bribe the costs of the gifts are not tax deductible.
Small gifts which display a conspicuous advertisement for the trader
giving the presents are generally allowed. The advert must be on the
gift itself rather than the packaging and the total value of such gifts
to the same recipient must not exceed £50 per accounting period.
Examples of such gifts could be diaries, pens, calendars, mouse mats
or mugs.
Regrettably gifts to customers or suppliers of food, drink, tobacco, or
vouchers that are exchangeable for goods are never tax deductible
irrespective of how much they cost, and neither can VAT be reclaimed
on the cost.
Christmas gifts to employees are tax deductible so long as they are
not excessive. Gifts with a cost value of up to £50 including VAT are
allowable without creating a taxable benefit for the employee so long
as the gift is not cash or a voucher that can be exchanged for cash.
There is no other restriction on what is given so food and drink are
all allowed.

Merry Christmas!
Carol Draper FCCA
Clifton-Crick Sharp & Co Ltd

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AND BUSINESS ADVISORS
40 High Street, Pershore, Worcestershire WR11 1DP

Tel: 01386 561100 Fax: 01386 561040
Email: mail@clifton-crick.co.uk
www.accountantsworcestershire.co.uk
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Give the gift of health

Notice the change!

Pam Clark

Emily Papirnik

It is all too easy to fill our December
with shopping, planning and
long overdue social gatherings
leaving us depleted and exhausted
at a time of year when we want
our health to be optimised.
This year, more than ever, is the
perfect time to take another
approach and create a clearing to
reflect, consider and grow.
Sometimes we are so busy
driving forward that we forget to
celebrate the wins, big and small.
It also allows an opportunity to
consider where we’d like to see
improvements. For example, in
our clinic these past few weeks
we’ve had a client fall pregnant
after years of wishing, another
express sheer delight that they
could return to running after
resolving her joint pain due to a
food intolerance, and another
client regaling us with tails of
a shopping spree now that her
weight is exactly where she
wants it to be and her confidence
soaring now her hormones are in
balance. All these success stories
started from individuals making
space to reflect, consider and
take action.
As well as our 1-2-1 work we
now have our Emporium of
Health membership and the
theme across December is
REFLECT. We’ll be guiding our
members through the festive

period, helping them feel supported,
inspired and on track with their
health goals whilst we share
delicious recipes, meditations, top
tips on eating well over Christmas
in our warm and welcoming
community. Those joining in
December also have access to a
bonus Festive Treat E-book
brimming with delicious, healthful
recipes. To prove that eating well
doesn’t need to be dull here is a
sneaky peak at one of our recipes:
Smoked Salmon Pate
200g smoked salmon
200g cannellini beans, drained
Juice of 1⁄2 lemon
a drizzle of olive oil or 1 tbs
yoghurt to loosen the mixture if
it is too thick
1 tbsp each of chopped fresh
parsley and chopped fresh dill
Freshly ground black pepper
Simply blend all the ingredients
together in a food processor until
the mixture is really smooth,
then chill and serve with
vegetable crudités and/or thin
slices of toasted pitta bread or
oatcakes.
If you are ready to take action on
your health, join a Personalised
Nutrition and Lifestyle
Programme or our growing
community head over to
www.emporiumofhealth.com
where a warm welcome awaits.

Sometimes at this time of year
we can feel like hibernating, we
want to stay in our homes
and the push to go for a walk
can elude us. So start to look at
your surroundings and how
they make you feel. This might
be a perfect time for change for
you. The same pictures hang
on the walls or on the tables and
mantel piece. The furniture has
been in the same place
and you still have exactly the
same view as ever from your
chair.
Now look around your room or
house, would it be good to
change anything, move
something somewhere else or
find a new photograph for that
frame? Allow yourself to
notice something else with that
change or bring more colour into
your view with a plant,
flowers or a throw that was
usually in a drawer. Allow
yourself inspiration to change
your surroundings to just see
what you might start to enjoy
more because of that change.
Today I was wanting to go for a
walk expecting at this time to
see yellows, oranges, greens and
browns as much of the foliage
and trees go into their resting
period. Well today I asked for
colour and I was amazed at what
I could see in the hedgerows as

well as what people had planted
in their gardens.
Not everything is resting or
sleeping through the winter, so
much is still abundant and
thriving, showing their beautiful
colours. Notice what is around
you and start to appreciate the
little things that perhaps you
might associate with spring or
summer. I decided to photograph
all of these and here they are to
enjoy. What a variety of colour
and most within a 100-meter
walk on a busy Pershore road.

Emily Papirnik
Intention 07973 232177
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In memoriam
Farr. Rosemary Anne “RO”
Passed away peacefully knowing how much she was loved on
October 31st 2021, aged 75 years. Much loved mum to Richard
and Tina Funeral service took place on Friday November 19th
Hipkins. Hilda Joan
Passed away on November 2nd 2021 aged 96. Much loved wife of
the late Peter, and loving mother to John, David and Marilyn. She
will be greatly missed by all her family and friends. Funeral service
took place on Wednesday 24 th November.
Darrington. Mary,
On November 2nd 2021, peacefully in hospital with her daughter
at her side, after a very short illness, aged 90 years. Much loved
wife of the late Ron, dearly loved mum to Sue and step-daughter
Marie. Funeral service took place on Thursday November 25th
Reynolds. Alex
Passed away on November 2nd 2021, aged 73 years.
Husband of the late Doreen, a much loved dad, grandad, brother
and uncle. Alex will be greatly missed by his family and friends.
Funeral service took place on Thursday December 2nd.
Page. Barbara (Barb)
On November 6th, 2021, peacefully at her home, aged 81 years.
Dearly loved wife of the late Mick, mum to Diane, Jenny and
Helena, mother-in-law to Carl and Steve and a devoted nanny and
great nanny. Funeral service took place on Tuesday November 23rd.
Taylor. Graham
On November 17th, 2021, peacefully in hospital, aged 81 years.
Much loved husband to Barb, dear dad to John, Stephen and the
late Carole, father in law to Jane, grandfather and great grandfather.
Funeral service took place on Wednesday December 1st.
Smith. Anita
On November 17th 2021, peacefully in hospital, aged 79 years.
Much loved wife to the late Wilf, dear Mum to Kevin, Diane,
Michael and Marie. Mother in Law to Tony, Nan and Great Nan.
Funeral service took place on Friday December 3rd
Ladds. Florence Margaret Joan (Joan)
Former Doctors receptionist at the Wilson practise for 34 years.
On November 25th, 2021, suddenly but peacefully at her home in
Pershore, aged 94 years. Much loved wife of the late Ken, dearly
loved mum to Stephen, Elizabeth, Nigel and Nicholas, loving
grandmother to six and great grandmother to five.
Young. Annabel
Of Pershore, former Sister at Pershore Cottage Hospital, SRN
and SCM, also founder member of Pershore Swimming Club.
On November 29th, 2021, peacefully in hospital, aged 86 years.
Much loved wife to David of 61 years, dearly loved mum to
Robert and Kathleen, beloved grandmother to James and Theo.
E Hill & Son Funeral Directors, Pershore

WR10 1HZ

Are you on the
Organ Donation Register?
Do your Family and Friends
know your wishes?
For further information telephone
0300 123 23 23
For enrolment information go to
www.organdonation.nhs.uk
or email: michaelamies36@gmail.com
07807 070249
Sponsored by: Pershore Times

Tel: 01386 552141

Pershore Times
Telephone 01386 803803
Proprietor/editor Alan Hughes

To advertise
email: advertising@pershoretimes.co.uk

For editorial
email: news@pershoretimes.co.uk
Facebook: Pershore-Times
Twitter: @PershoreTimes
To receive the Pershore Times by email visit
www.pershoretimes.co.uk
enter your name and email address
Published by
Hughes & Company
8 Church Street, Pershore WR10 1DT
email: admin@hughesprinters.co.uk
www.hughesprinters.co.uk
Circulation 5000 printed copies,
email edition for PC, iPad and smartphones
and the online daily today!
Opinions expressed in letters and articles published are not necessarily
those held by the Editor or the Publishers of the Pershore Times.
The Publishers of the Pershore Times hold no responsibility for the
accuracy of any details contained within the advertisements.

Copy Deadline
February Issue - 14th January 2022

Help the Homeless
www.streetlink.org.uk
Tel: 0300 500 0914
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Poinsettias – The Christmas houseplant
Nikki Hollier - Border in a Box
Euphorbia pulcherrima is the
botanical name for the Poinsettia,
which is probably one of the
favourite plants to buy this time
of year along with a Christmas
tree, to help decorate the home
ready for the festive season.
Millions of Poinsettias are
purchased in the UK each year,
and are mainly red, but specialist
nurseries have been hard at work
over the past few decades and
have created more than 150
different varieties, including
beautiful pinks, oranges, creams,
and whites. So, you should be
able to find one to coordinate
with your colour scheme.
They originated from Mexico,
which indicates how to look
after them, but here are a few
tips to help you keep your plant
looking perky throughout the
winter.
Firstly, when you buy your
plant, don’t buy them if they’re
placed in a shop doorway as
they really hate being in
draughts and although they may
look fresh and healthy, the
leaves are likely to fall off
after a few days.
Look at the flowers in the centre
of the plant – these are the little

Nikki Hollier

Nikki@borderinabox.net
@borderinabox
www.borderinabox.com
Royal Horticultural Society
Silver Medal Winner &
Peoples Choice Award Winner

yellow button shaped flowers in
the middle of the red bracts. If
they look healthy, then it’s a
good indication the plant is
healthy.
If you can, check the soil. If its
sodden or bone dry, then it will
be stressed about that too and
again, the leaves may fall off
when you get it home. As
they’re sensitive, ideally it is
best to wrap them in paper for

December gardening tips

Early in the Month
Overgrown deciduous hedges
can be cut back hard while they
are still dormant. Put netting
over winter greens to keep
pigeons off. Alternatively sitting
a realistic model of a large owl
on a post adjacent to your crop
also deters them.
New deciduous hedges can be
planted now. Cut the new plants
back hard after planting.
Avoid getting greenhouse plants
too wet, they are much better
kept on the dry side over the
winter.
Feed flowering houseplants
weekly using a liquid fertiliser.
Avoid walking on frozen lawns,

as this damages the grass leaving
brown footprints until the spring.
Float a rubber ball, or a chunk of
polystyrene, in your pool to
prevent it from freezing over
completely, or buy a pool heater.
Put your sawn off Christmas tree
in a stand which holds water, as
this aids needle retention.
Mid December
Feed garden birds and make sure
that water is also readily available.
Frost and wind can loosen newly
planted shrubs and trees. Check
and re-firm them.
Alpines and other seeds needing
a cool period in order to germinate
can be sown now.
Whitloof chicory roots can be

the journey home and avoid the
cold weather if possible.
Once you have your beautiful
plant at home, the best place to
put it is in a sunny / part sunny,
warm, and draught free spot.
They like 15-21 degrees
preferably. If you put it on a
windowsill, make sure
the leaves aren’t touching the
glass as it’s likely to be too cold
for it.

Watering
If the leaves are drooping and/or
yellowing, it’s a good indication
that its not being watered
correctly. This is easily remedied.
Firstly, check the soil to see how
dry it is. If it’s in a small pot, it
will likely need watering a small
amount every day – a little and
often approach. If you have a
larger pot, again, check the soil
daily to monitor how much
water it is drinking, and if it’s in
a warm area, it may need water
more often, but don’t let it sit in
a saucer of water, as this can
also lead to root damage
and the plants early demise.

Reg Moule BBC Hereford & Worcester
dug up, potted and brought into
the warmth and darkness in
order to produce “chicons”.
Geranium seeds can be sown
now- if you have suitable
conditions to grow them on.
Go through the greenhouse
every week and dispose of dead
leaves and flowers.
Repair fences while climbing
plants are still dormant.
Plant new trees and shrubs when
weather conditions are favourable.
Try to hoe off weeds whenever
you see them, as this will pay
dividends later.
Grow some sprouting seeds in
jam jars for an easy, nutritious
addition to meals.
Cut some berried holly for house
decoration and keep it in a bucket
in a cold greenhouse to prevent
birds from taking the berries.
Take root cuttings from herbaceous
plants like phlox, oriental
poppies, and Japanese anemones.
Ventilate the greenhouse on
sunny days to reduce the risk of
fungal infections.
Later in December
Winter is a good time to plan
next year’s crops and ornamental
displays.

Prune free- standing apple and
pear trees.
Prune greenhouse grapes, when
all the leaves have fallen, cutting
back the side shoots to one bud
long Christmas pot plants –
remember Cyclamen and
Azaleas like it cool, Poinsettias
need more warmth.
Clean pots, seed trays and
service tools ready for the new
season’s work.
Cover a sheltered area of veg.
garden with clear polythene to
warm it up for early spring
sowings.
Sow onions suitable for
exhibition, like Robinson’s
Mammoth or Kelsae in a heated
greenhouse.
Winter wash dormant fruit trees,
using Vitax Winter Tree Wash,
or Growing Success Winter Tree
Wash, for a clean start next
spring.
Start winter digging on the veg.
garden but keep off very wet soil
– it ruins the structure.
If snow is expected encircle
vulnerable conifers with hoops
of wire to hold branches in place
that could, otherwise, be bent
outwards by heavy falls.
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Same again, Sir ?.. . .
Brian Johnson - Thomas
For some reason it seems that we
find it easier to think in terms of
travelling North or South rather
than cross-country as it were.
Indeed, the roads and railways
tend to reinforce us in that
behaviour. However, last week
we decided to travel as far east
as one can without falling off the
end of this small island.
Our destination was Aldeburgh
on the Suffolk coast and,
actually, it’s quite easy to get
there – just take the M6 south to
the A14 and run along it until
you hit the A12, turn north a bit
and then turn right for
Aldeburgh. Easy enough.
Aldeburgh is a quite delightful
little town ( the name, in Old
English, apparently translates as
‘Old Town’, so no surprises
there) with a lovely languid
walking route along the sea
shore running the length of the
town’s beach interspersed with
huts selling very fresh fish
caught that morning from the
fishing boats drawn up next to
them on the same shingle beach.
All the shacks offered ‘fresh fish’
of course, but I rather liked the
guy who said ‘anything fresher
than mine is still swimming in
the sea”......
So with this plethora of fresh fish
it’s perhaps no surprise that our
hotel, the Brudenell, has rather a
nice Seafood Grill attached. But
first, the hotel itself is so named
after a prominent local family
–perhaps the most famous of
which was James Brudenell, the
7th Earl of Cardigan, of Light
Brigade fame – yes, that’s the
one, into the Valley of Death and
so on (I always liked the, surely
apocryphal, tale that his Sergeant
Major, having miraculously
survived the charge, trotted back
to his Major General asking
“Same again, Sir ?” Only the
cavalry... )

Whatever, the modern day hotel
is comfortable and stylish,
decorated in muted colours that
blend in well with the everpresent seashore that laps the
hotel terrace. We enjoyed an
ensuite room with a superb sea
view. Indeed, the first morning of
our stay we got up early to watch
the sunrise over the ocean. All
dawns are special but this was
extra special.) The room was
luxurious and I especially liked
the provision of coffee bags to
make oneself a special morning
‘cuppa’. What else can I say ?
The water was hot, the towels
were fluffy and so were the
complimentary bathrobes. The
beds were comfortable, the
ambience was magical, we
enjoyed ourselves.
On our first evening we couldn’t
tear ourselves away from the
spectacular sea views and so
enjoyed a selection of tapas in
our room but for the next night
we sampled the Seafood and Grill,
so that we can unreservedly
recommend the spiced prawn and
coconut soup, the game terrine,
the slow cooked beef cheeks in
red wine, the stone bass and
mussels, the lime posset with
poached plums and the
bramley apple crumble tart. The
wine list starts at just £20 a
bottle and I was quite taken with
their Pour of the Day, a Rioja
Blanco Finca Manzanas 2020 at
just £25 the bottle. Expect to pay
around £30 each, plus wine, for a
three course meal. This month, in
the run up to Christmas, rooms
start at around £116 a night for
two, bed and breakfast. See
www.brudenellhotel.co.uk for
details.
Of course, there’s a lot to see and
do in the neighbourhood – the
town itself is easily walkable and
offers lots of quirky shops and
little boutiques- if you can tear

yourself away from the beach,
that is.
Notable nearby attractions
include Benjamin Britten’s
creation of a concert hall at
Snape Maltings with an
accompanying range of
independent shops , galleries and
eateries set in the re purposed
Victorian buildings. (See
snapemaltings.co.uk for details)
and the picturesque but touristy
backwater of Orford Ness, now a
National Trust re-wilding project
but formerly a top-secret military
experimental station.
Also close at hand is the world
famous archaeological site at
Sutton Hoo, the final resting
place of an Anglo Saxon King
and his treasured possessions, all
interred in a full sized wooden
seagoing ship.
See www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
sutton-hoo for details.
It’s a huge site with lots to see in

the excellent exhibition hall and
a lot of walking involved to
really explore the whole area.
Worth the best part of a day...
Come to that, there’s another
must-see place to visit, either on
the way there or the way back.
Just a quick divert down the M11
off the A14 is Audley End house
and its gardens. Set just outside
the town of Saffron Walden this
huge edifice contains a truly
impressive great hall,
magnificent state apartments and
superbly decorated rooms. To
call Audley End a ‘house’ is like
calling Balmoral a cottage.....see
www.english-heritage.org.uk/
audley for more details.
And that’s about it for yet
another year!
Do have a very Happy Christmas
and accept my best wishes for
a peaceful and prosperous
New Year.
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Angling: Roach
In my last article about perch, I
mentioned roach. I was on that
canal again in North Staffordshire
as a 10 year old.
I could see them easily enough
but trying to catch them was
another matter. Most people who
don’t fish just think you put a
worm or maggot on a hook and
chuck it in and wait until
something happens. If you’re float
fishing it doesn’t work like that.
The bait has to actually DO
something, and I don’t mean just
wriggle about on the hook
enticingly. Fish, contrary to
popular belief, aren’t stupid.
A bait needs to be on the floor, on
the surface, or gently descending.
If it hangs in mid-water you
don’t have little chance of
catching, you have no chance.
Roach particularly know that. It
took me awhile to work all this
out as a kid, which is why I had
such difficulty catching them.
In the end I watched them milling
about and saw that they would
often take a tiny piece of bread on
my hook as it dropped down
through the water. To paraphrase
George Bernard Shaw, it’s ok to
make a mistake, the trick is not to
repeat it. So I learned eventually
to catch one or two small roach
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before they dispersed out of sight,
alarmed at the sudden panic in the
shoal when I hooked one.
However it’s years since now
since I last caught a roach, but
then I don’t fish much for them.
They require light line, and small
hooks, and (as above) can be
easily spooked.
I recall a quote by Mustapha
Kemel Ataturk, who, when asked
what quality he most admired in
women replied “availability”. And
roach are available, and usually to
be found in rivers, lakes, ponds
and canals. Since I spend most of
my time up on the Wye fishing
for chub, barbel, and pike I’ve
never seriously targeted them, but
I believe there are some
substantial roach shoals around
Hereford.
Whether of any size or not I don’t
know, but they don’t grow to carp
or pike sizes. A 2lb roach is a
specimen, 3lb a never to be
repeated lifetime achievement.
I’m not sure what the British
record is, but somewhere around
4lb I think, which frankly is
incredible.
They are often to be caught in
storm laden water at this time of
year, when the riverbed is stirred
up. A bit of frost doesn’t appear to

bother them either.
Once I’d learned on this old canal
about lighter fishing techniques,
I was making my way back late
one Sunday October afternoon
along the towpath. I had failed my
11+ in the summer and was
dreading the thought of going
back after half term to this big
new scary school in the morning.
As the light faded, I saw deep
down in an overgrown weedy
patch, a large bronze flash.
I waited for a few minutes and
saw another flash. Straining my
eyes, I could just make out four or
five big roach, turning lazily.
Trembling a bit, I cast out a small
float and watched the bread on
the hook sink out of sight. The
float twitched, and then nothing.
I reeled in, re baited, and did it

again. By now I was being
bitten to death by mosquitoes, but
ignored them, so intent was I on
watching the float. After several
attempts where the bread on the
hook just disappeared, the float
began to imperceptibly slide
away. I struck and the fish was
on. I prayed to whichever god
would listen, and several minutes
later slid the fish over my landing
net. I don’t know how big it was,
and it’s probably become much
bigger over the years, but
realistically I reckon it was about
a pound and a half. I was ecstatic
and shaking like the proverbial
leaf.
I have never in all these years
caught another one of this size.
And by the way, I passed my 13+,
so that was all right then.

Start of a new era at
The Vale
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After two years of seeing the
Ladies Section at The Vale
through Covid, the 16th of
November saw our outgoing
Captain Jill Millard hand over
the reins to Jan Ledbury.
Jan has already been captain
before, and loved it so much she
has taken on the challenge for a
further year. The Captain’s
brooch was presented by the

outgoing Captain, and the
following Tuesday Jan had her
traditional Drive-In celebration;
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their Drivers.
Jan has joined the other two new
Captains at The Vale to name
Melanoma UK as their
nominated charity for 2021/22
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Vale Golf Club Captains raise £18,200 for charity
The three captains Jill Millard Ladies, Jon James - Men,
Graham Whitehead - Seniors
pooled their resources to raise
money for their chosen charities
Prostate Cancer UK and the
Grace Kelly Childhood Cancer
Trust. Over the last two years,
money was raised in a variety of
ways too many to mention but
even in lockdown, money was
still being raised via football
predictions etc with over £3,000
raised by Tony Perryman in his
chipping challenge in his back

garden. This all helped to raise
the grand total to on amazing
£18,200. £2,000 was sent to both
charities while the pandemic was
at its worst to help them through
some arduous times.
The remaining amount of £7,100
was presented to each of the two
representatives of the charities
Dave Roberts and Michael
Nolan. They both thanked the
members of the club for their
outstanding work in raising such
a terrific amount of money.

We wish all our
readers, advertisers and contributors a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Left Dave Roberts Prostate Cancer uk Graham Whitehead Michael
Nolan Grace Kelly Childhood Cancer Trust Jill Millard Jon James

